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Session Awards

The Governor General’s Academic Award

  The Governor General’s Academic Medal is one of 
the most prestigious awards a student in Canada can 
receive. Established in 1873, this honour recognizes 

exceptional academic achievement at the high-school, 
collegiate, undergraduate and graduate levels.

 Each year, McMaster University awards just 
two Governor General’s Academic Medals to the 
students at the university who have achieved the 
highest academic standing at the undergraduate 
level and graduate level. Earning this accolade 
not only places this year’s recipients among the 

top students to graduate from McMaster; it places 
them among the top students in Canada.

The Distinguished Alumni Award 

The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes McMaster 
University graduates who have attained a high level 
of distinction and achievement through scholarship, 

research, teaching, creative contributions to the 
arts or sciences and/or service to society. This 

award honours alumni whose accomplishments are 
of national and/or international signifi cance or had 

a seminal or transformative impact in their fi eld.

Distinguished University Professors 

The Distinguished University Professors title 
recognizes exceptional McMaster faculty who 

lead in all the areas that make up a well-rounded 
scholar. Not only do nominees achieve outstanding 

research with a global impact, but they also 
demonstrate excellence in teaching, mentorship, 
and community service throughout their careers.

The title, which is restricted to no more than 2 
per cent of all full-time faculty members, is the 

highest honour the University can bestow.

Honorary Degrees 
& Valedictorians

638th Convocation Ceremony
Thursday, November 23, 2023, 9:30 a.m.    

Arts & Science Program, DeGroote School of Business, 
Faculty of Humanities and Faculty of Social Sciences  

The Convocation Address  
Dr. Patrick Deane, Doctor of Laws   

The Valedictory Address 
Mehreen Shami

639th Convocation Ceremony
Thursday, November 23, 2023, 2:30 p.m. 

Faculty of Health Sciences

The Convocation Address  
Dr. Janice Eng, Doctor of Science 

The Valedictory Address 
Reemal Shahbaz

640th Convocation Ceremony
Friday, November 24, 2023, 9:30 a.m. 

Faculty of Engineering and Faculty of Science 

The Convocation Address  
Ms. Emily Calandrelli, Doctor of Science 

The Valedictory Address 
Liza-Anastasia DiCecco 

Learn more about the Honorary Degree recipients, award winners, 
and valedictorians by visiting registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023



Order of Exercises

The Graduand Procession

The Academic Procession

The Chancellor’s Procession

Chancellor’s Welcome

Opening Remarks 

The Conferring of Honorary Degrees  

The Convocation Address 

The Conferring of Degrees In-Course 

The Presentation of the Graduates 

The Valedictory Address 

Awards of the 2023-2024 Session

Alumni Address

President’s Address

The National Anthem

The McMaster University convocation program is a listing of degree candidates who have been 
approved for Fall convocation by the October 31 deadline. Publishing names of degree candidates 

in the ceremony program is not a verifi cation of completion of degree requirements.
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

BIOLOGY

  Rachel Morgan Andrews
  Tamara Marie Fuciarelli
  Nikita Sudhir Jhaveri
  Danielle MacDuff
  Alana Catherine Tedeschi
  Yue Wang

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING

  Ian Phillips

CHEMICAL BIOLOGY

  Chuk-Kin Derek Chan
  Patrick Darveau
  Meghan Fragis
  Benjamin Lake

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING

  Ahmed Mahmoud 
Mahmoud Abdellah

  Gaoyin He
  Ruonan Li
  Lloyd Alastair MacKinnon
  Xiao Wu
  Chunyang Zhang

CHEMISTRY

  Majeda Al Hareri
  Kathryn Ann Benincasa
  Eduardo Gonzalez Martinez
  Guanhua Lu
  Michelle Richer
  Dialia Ritaine

CIVIL ENGINEERING

  Mohamed Mostafa Sobhy Elmorsy
  Ashkan Irannezhad
  Kathleen June White

COMPUTER SCIENCE

  Nasim Khoonkari
  Maryam Motamedi
  Keivan Nalaie
  Somayye Rostami

ELECTRICAL AND 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING

  Md Younus Ali
  Mohammad Bagheri
  Hong Chen
  Maryam Jenab
  Seyed Hafez Abolfazl 

Mousavi Garmaroudi
  Ayman Sherif Ismail Negm
  Jingjing Qian
  Wesam Taha
  Sarojini Vudumu
  Jiaqi Yuan
  Pengfei Zheng

ENGINEERING PHYSICS

  Garik Gregory Patterson
  Joshua Johnathon James Racette

GEOGRAPHY

  Samira Hamiditehrani

KINESIOLOGY

  William Bostad
  Jonathan McLeod
  Sean Yueki Ng
  Michelle Ogrodnik
  Laura Jessie St. Germain
  Tiffany Luise vanLieshout
  Jennifer Sarah Williams

MATERIALS ENGINEERING

  Elliott Kwabena Asare
  Liza-Anastasia DiCecco
  Chen Gu
  Zhen Li
  Angshuman Podder

MATERIALS SCIENCE

  Bita Pourbahari

MATERIALS SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING

  Chiara Micheletti

MATHEMATICS

  Gagandeep Kaur Virk

MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING

  Mohamed Alaaeldin Mohamed 
Mohamed Fathalla

  Amirmasoud Lanjan
  Alireza Lorestani
  Mohamed Ahmed 

Abdelhafiz Mohamed
  Mahsa Rezaee
  Ahmed Mohamed Teamah

PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY

  Sudarshan Sharma
  Evan Michael Smith

PSYCHOLOGY

  Raha Hassan
  Devin Louis Johnson
  Portia Susan Kalun
  Zahra Khalesi
  Xiaoxue Kong
  Hasan Siddiqui
  Brendan M. Stanley

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

  Mohamed Aly
  Hina Mahmood
  Geneva Marie Smith

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)MASTER OF ARTS

GEOGRAPHY

  Michel Giese
  Ashley Patricia Kruchka

MASTER OF FINANCIAL MATHEMATICS

  Gabriel Jerome Cattrysse
  Chenghua Chen
  Siwen Chen
  Anyi Fu
  Jianing Gao
  Zongbai Huang

  Yuxiang Kang
  Preksha Hoshna Ramrekha
  Yuantao Sheng
  Ziyi Wang
  An Qi Xie
  Shuming Zhang

MASTER OF SCIENCE

BIOLOGY

  Claire Michelle Brown
  Lauren Michele Dessureault
  Mary Hickey
  Lindsey Marie Kukoly
  Zhuo Ying Liao
  Elaine Mae Marzec
  Emily Lauren Robson
  Arteen Torabi-Marashi
  Emma Agnieszka Zucker

CHEMICAL BIOLOGY

  Joseph Alexander Maggisano
  Zi Yang

CHEMISTRY

  Mabel Barreiro Carpio
  Alexandra Lee Ly
  Khaled Hani Tamim

COMPUTATIONAL SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING

  Gabrielle Nicole Ching-Johnson
  Paria Fakhrzad
  Ghazal Khalili
  Junyi Shi

COMPUTER SCIENCE

  Akshay Kumar Arumugasamy
  Qiqi Zhang

EARTH AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCES

  Lejla Latifovic
  Emma Tannis Sherwood
  Farbod Tabaei

GEOGRAPHY

  Daniel William Van Veghel

HEALTH AND 
RADIATION PHYSICS

  Muhannad N. Alghoul
  Lionel Fernandes
  Beide Ren
  Zixiao Yin

KINESIOLOGY

  Jack Stephen Bone
  Joshua Keogh
  Keegan Nhan
  Emma Elizabeth Waddington

MATHEMATICS

  Al-Tarazi Assaubay
  Kieran Bhaskara

PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY

  Sebastien Avakian
  Jonah William Gautreau
  Yu Li
  Michelle Nguyen

PSYCHOLOGY

  Deewa Anwarzi
  Alexa Caroline Clarke
  Massimo Joseph Delle Grazie
  Ver-Se Mimi Denga
  Niousha Gazor
  Kitty Min Qi Guo
  Keiko Zenaida Gutierrez
  In Kyung Heo
  Reihaneh Jamali-far
  Megan Kaminie Lall
  Sevda Montakhaby Nodeh
  Caitlin Marie Reintjes

RADIATION SCIENCES

  Sarah Sofia Ferreira Costa
  Connor Martin Gresham
  Bobby Tang
  Mackenzie Joy Tigwell
  Peixiao Zhou

STATISTICS

  Thomas John Flynn
  Matilda Judith Pitt
  Cameron Roopnarine
  Yiran Zhang

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

MASTER OF APPLIED SCIENCE

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING

  Ana Arezina
  Joshua Blazina
  Liam Joseph Burrows
  Lubna Amad MS Najm
  Neda Saraei

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING

  Sakthi Prasanth Aenugula
  Juan Angel Doratt Mendoza
  Matthew Douglas McClure
  Gurpreet Kaur Randhawa
  Mustafa Mohammad Rashid
  Evan James Ubene

CIVIL ENGINEERING

  Sina Biazar
  Behfar Godazgar
  Yasmina Imad Monzer
  Haoya Li

ELECTRICAL AND 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING

  Aniruddha Agrawal
  Safin Hossain Bayes
  Alexander Allan Forsyth
  Si Tong Liu
  Mohammad Amin 

Manouchehrpour
  Hamza Mumtaz
  Yue Pan
  Rachit Himanshu Pradhan
  Xuanyu Qian
  Eslam Mohamed Ragaii Younis

ENGINEERING PHYSICS

  Ramazan Bayram Çakir
  Jianan Liu
  Christopher Michael Natale
  Alexander Reed Parent

MATERIALS SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING

  Mohammed Talha Aziz
  Coulton Boucher
  Betty Bisi Huang
  Sara Kheiri

MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING

  Shahana Akter
  Roshan Marie Bashar
  Akshyn Biman-Telang
  Bao Ming Ding
  Martha Kafuko
  Rachel Kau-Tung Lai
  Francesca Nicole Madan
  Akshay Manikandan
  Amir Mussa Shufani
  Chimaobi Kenneth Orji
  Matthieu Alistair Orr

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

  Adrian Scigajlo

MASTER OF ENGINEERING

CIVIL ENGINEERING

  Yunseok Hwang
  Sara Rastgou

COMPUTING AND 
SOFTWARE

  Emrah Asma
  Mohammadhossein Dehghan
  Zhikang Feng
  Jingyi Lin
  Connor Kenneth Posthumus
  Lejia Zhang
  Jingmin Zhou

ELECTRICAL AND 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING

  Gangesh Dhar
  Mohammad Rezaul Islam
  Zhuoran Liu

SYSTEMS AND 
TECHNOLOGY

  Dylan Neelpaul Alick
  Lakshmanaprabhu Alwar
  Ankur Bassi
  Srinivasa Sai Bharath M
  Soham Tushar Bodas
  Nisha Chandran
  Jaisal Chauhan

  Abhishek Deepak Degadwala
  Galvin Gian Fernandes
  Kunal Garg
  Aditya Kamalkrishna Goel
  Mohit Anil Lal
  Jianing Li
  Jeffin Mappanath James
  Sulaiman Ghouse Mohiuddin
  Mian Muhammad Mohsin
  Falak Sandipkumar Patel
  Harsh Sanjivkumar Patel
  Karan Kalpeshkumar Patel
  Usama Qureshi
  Anushree Ravindra Rahate
  Romanch Asheshkumar Shah
  Dhruv Sharma
  Alona Olehivna Shpit
  Harshilkumar Manishbhai Soni

  Ami Tank
  Disha Nilesh Thakkar
  Luke Vanden Broek
  Mingming Zhang
  Yipeng Zhang
  Nour Said Ziena

UNIVERSITY NETWORK OF 
EXCELLENCE IN NUCLEAR 
ENGINEERING (UNENE)

  Waleed Ahmed
  Ji Jun Cao
  Kai Cao
  Pratik Gandhi

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)MASTER OF ENGINEERING DESIGN

  Dina Elsherbini
  Fatima Sadat Ghaderi
  Weiqi Hu
  Andre Mascarenhas
  Richard Jarrett Miles
  Shuo Sang
  Gulshan Sankhyan
  Shivalika Sirohi
  Mengshu Yuan

MASTER OF ENGINEERING IN MANUFACTURING ENGINEERING

  Manmohit Chugh
  Piyushkumar Ishwarbhai Dhedhi
  Shalin Anandkumar Gupta
  Tanishk Gupta
  Maulik Rupenbhai Kanakhara
  Jerry Bobby Kandathil
  Parshil Pradipbhai Khamar
  Rajesh Kumar
  Jay Mitesh Mehta
  Monish Mohanan
  Rudra Rohitbhai Nanda
  Abhishekkumar Jagdishbhai Patel

  Pranav Dinesh Patel
  Rudra Achyutkumar Patel
  Vihang Jitendra Patel
  Divyam Puniani
  Shivani Rawal
  Debasish Sahu
  Parth Sanjaykumar Shah
  Devinder Singh
  Krishna Bharath Vinjamuri
  Sashank Viswanadha
  Xiaoda Ye

MASTER OF ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC POLICY

  Youssef Afkir
  Heyi Chen
  Amanjot Singh Gill
  Jian Gong
  Harjas Kaur
  Yin Hoi Lam
  Pantea Sadat Parvinhosseini
  Falisha Razack
  Alexandra Shewchuk

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

TITLE (CONTINUED...) Faculty of Engineering

BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING & MANAGEMENT
  Dylan James Atreo
	★	David Douglas Clee Carrie
	★	Emma Katherine Joong Powell

  Samuel Prasad
  Jianzhao Wang
	★	Zhuofan Yang

BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING & SOCIETY
Hareharan Balentheran

BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING & BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING
	★	Mahnoor Faisal

BACHELOR OF HEALTH SCIENCES
HONOURS

Jasdeep Singh Dhillon

BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING
	★	Mohamed Mostafa Abdelmaksoud
  Ashley Elizabeth Abraham
	★	Matthew Alexander 

Badal-Badalian
  Ruiqi Feng

  Benjamin Allan Gooch
  Mohammad Araf Harun
  Antao Hu
  Siqi Jia
  Sharan Kanesalinkam

  Declan Peter Kinsella
	★	Yunzhe Li
  Ryan Mark
  Yoni Olin
  Yue Tan

  Jame Dinh Tran
	★	Lai Xu
	★	Ida Jasmine Yazdiani
  Longwei Ye
  Yuchen Zhang

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE
Harkanwar Singh Waraich

BACHELOR OF TECHNOLOGY
	★	Adedeji Philemon Aderibigbe
  Aditya Arya
	★	Hansal Divyeshbhai Bachkaniwala
	★	Jiaqi Chen
	★	Alexander Nicholas Cook
  Abdullah Dinno
  Henok Fantaye

  Lucas Finiello
	★	Marato Gebremichael
  Malcolm Andrew Green
  Rathani Jeyakumar
	★	Jiacheng Jiang
  Prabhjot Kaur
  Michael Joseph MacNeil

  Karanbir Singh Mann
  Bo Chen Mi
	★	Shahroz Niazi
	★	Mit Pareshkumar Patel
	★	Justin James Phillips
  Arifur Rahman
  George Salam Shabo

  Shivam Sharma
	★	Nimarta Singh
	★	Parmjot Singh
	★	Daniel Tan
	★	Shaoquan Wang
  Hasan Zubair

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



November 23 & 24., 2023 9

TITLE (CONTINUED...)Faculty of Science

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE

HONOURS

	★	Sanya Abbi
  Aleeza Ali
  Bhaavna Awasthy
  Tamara Calija
  Sarah Helen Marie Cormier-Hazen
	★	Melissa Nicole Dabir
  Queenie Yi-Chi Dang
	★	Heather Virginia Fletcher

  Courtney Gibson
	★	Claire Wendy Halford
	★	Benjamin Nathan Hebert
  Yasmeen Gabriella Jose
  Iraj Kashif
	★	Jordan Autumn Keating
	★	Natasha Khalid
	★	Hoang Kenny Le

	★	Amelia Harmony Lind
	★	Christine Ly
  Natasha Juliana Matache
  Munira Mohamud
  Marwa Shemrez Nawrozada
  Darcy Evelyn O’Reilly
	★	Ria Rajesh Patel
  Joshua James Paterson

  Yimeng Qi
  Muaz Sarfraz
  Zoha Shahmalak
  Lauren Yan Ge Smedema
	★	Izabela Tolovska

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

HONOURS

  Sebastian Acosta Perez
	★	Lonimi Christina Ayekun
  Nader Tareq Azabi
  Gurleen Badh
  Shiqun Bai
  Maariyah Azraa Baksh
  Dheeraj Banger
	★	Sumnima Bhandari
	★	Isha Bhatnagar
  Logan Christian Bianchini
  Emmet Joe Blanchett Neheli
	★	Ashley Elizabeth May Buscarini
	★	Christina Chau
  Jiankun Chen
  Xiaoming Chen
  Fikirte Daniel
	★	Alicia Michelle Isabel Douglas
	★	Xinru Du
  Cynthia Nicole Duong
	★	Megan Nicole Young Edgecombe
  Lochan Dillon Flaherty
  Lalindu Shanodh Gunasekera
	★	Khadeja Haque
  Gabriella Marie Hazaras

	★	Mayeesha Helali
  Isaac Andrew Johnson Horbulyk
  Mohammad Navid Hussain
  Katherine Louise Hutchinson
  Brayden David Jackson
  Yihong Jiang
  Yixin Jiang
	★	Yuchen Jiang
	★	Paige Alexandra Johnson
	★	Lochana Asali Lihansa 

Kandambige
	★	Sidney Hye Rim Kang
	★	Ana Karic
  Cassandra Luba Kostoff
  Ishika Kumar
	★	Samantha Kwa
  Emily Annmarie Laevens
  Hunter Lancia
  Yang Li
  Yunhui Li
	★	Vin Angie Lo
  Chenxuan Ma
  Juzbiah Malik
	★	Pooja Deepak Manglorkar

	★	Bryce Edward Matthews
	★	Behram Mian
  Yueyi Mu
	★	Nabeel Mubasher
	★	Anne Trinidad Najdzionek
  Alliya Naseer
	★	Lamisa Noshin
  Veronica Oleszek
  William Jesse Outram
  Lynsay Eve Paquette
  Benjamin Alexander Potter
  Prassanna Kanaga Premkumar
	★	Qingyue Qian
  Nathan Josiah Raben
  Jaylen Elyce Roswell
	★	Mohamed Abdellatif Salem
  John Paul Saliba
  Ashkan Samienezhad
  Yesh Shah
	★	Kayani Shanmuganathan
  Jasmine Noelle-Amour 

Sonja Silvera
  Dipender Singh
  Christie Hei Man Siu

  Nivethinie Sivakumar
  Julia Victoria Stepan
	★	Celine Su
  Yuchen Su
  Tianhui Sun
  Chris Jing Xi Tan
	★	Sophie Elizabeth Thom
	★	Anh Thu Vu
  Shamar Kai Walker
  Guanqing Wang
	★	Kelsey Raine Williams
  Yumin Xia
  Tianyi Xu
  Joshua Velasco Ybay
  Zixuan Yin
	★	Dianna Ashley Yox
  Yacin Yusuf
  Tania Marcela Zevallos
  Haoran Zhang
  Yi Zhang
  Feng Shi Zheng
  Zekai Zheng

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE KINESIOLOGY

HONOURS

	★	Larissa Michele Adamo
	★	Angelique Jordan Desouza
	★	Gurlal Singh Gill
	★	Nahom Haddis
  Maram Jaber
	★	Olivia Rose Lee

BACHELOR OF MEDICAL RADIATION SCIENCES
	★	Cyrille Ching Yin Ho
  Iqra Irfan
	★	Yi Xiu Jiang
  Alicia Caleigh Vulders

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE
  Eryn Acaster

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
  Cross Antonio Joseph Carbonara
  Amirhesam Goodarzi
  Chenao Guo
  Alamdeep Singh Khokhar
  Minrui Li
  Jiapeng Liu
  Olivia Kathleen Matthews
  Sharon Wanjiru Mbaria
  Ravel Raphael
  Anugraha Ravinthiran
  Yuchen Song
	★	Emily May Stanaitis
	★	Zi Tan Tan
  Alexander Todd Trojek
	★	Ainslie Jillian Schmidt Unruh
  Alex Hao Zhou
  Xuanming Zhu

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



Programs and diplomas designed and produced in partnership with:  

Meet your friends and family on the mezzanine level 
after the ceremony for more photo opportunities. 

Don’t forget to use 
#MacGrad2023 on 

all your posts!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023!

Frame your achievement 

Visit us in the main lobby for a wide selection of offi cial 
McMaster University degree frames*, crested giftware 
and limited-edition merchandise. Complimentary degree 

framing services available for all frame purchases.  
 

* Web order pickup available in Wentworth Room A at the Hamilton Convention Centre. 

Digital programs will be available to download at
registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023
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