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Session Awards

The Governor General’s Academic Award

  The Governor General’s Academic Medal is one of 
the most prestigious awards a student in Canada can 
receive. Established in 1873, this honour recognizes 

exceptional academic achievement at the high-school, 
collegiate, undergraduate and graduate levels.

 Each year, McMaster University awards just 
two Governor General’s Academic Medals to the 
students at the university who have achieved the 
highest academic standing at the undergraduate 
level and graduate level. Earning this accolade 
not only places this year’s recipients among the 

top students to graduate from McMaster; it places 
them among the top students in Canada.

The Distinguished Alumni Award 

The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes McMaster 
University graduates who have attained a high level 
of distinction and achievement through scholarship, 

research, teaching, creative contributions to the 
arts or sciences and/or service to society. This 

award honours alumni whose accomplishments are 
of national and/or international signifi cance or had 

a seminal or transformative impact in their fi eld.

Distinguished University Professors 

The Distinguished University Professors title 
recognizes exceptional McMaster faculty who 

lead in all the areas that make up a well-rounded 
scholar. Not only do nominees achieve outstanding 

research with a global impact, but they also 
demonstrate excellence in teaching, mentorship, 
and community service throughout their careers.

The title, which is restricted to no more than 2 
per cent of all full-time faculty members, is the 

highest honour the University can bestow.

Honorary Degrees 
& Valedictorians

638th Convocation Ceremony
Thursday, November 23, 2023, 9:30 a.m.    

Arts & Science Program, DeGroote School of Business, 
Faculty of Humanities and Faculty of Social Sciences  

The Convocation Address  
Dr. Patrick Deane, Doctor of Laws   

The Valedictory Address 
Mehreen Shami

639th Convocation Ceremony
Thursday, November 23, 2023, 2:30 p.m. 

Faculty of Health Sciences

The Convocation Address  
Dr. Janice Eng, Doctor of Science 

The Valedictory Address 
Reemal Shahbaz

640th Convocation Ceremony
Friday, November 24, 2023, 9:30 a.m. 

Faculty of Engineering and Faculty of Science 

The Convocation Address  
Ms. Emily Calandrelli, Doctor of Science 

The Valedictory Address 
Liza-Anastasia DiCecco 

Learn more about the Honorary Degree recipients, award winners, 
and valedictorians by visiting registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023



Order of Exercises

The Graduand Procession

The Academic Procession

The Chancellor’s Procession

Chancellor’s Welcome

Opening Remarks 

The Conferring of Honorary Degrees  

The Convocation Address 

The Conferring of Degrees In-Course 

The Presentation of the Graduates 

The Valedictory Address 

Awards of the 2023-2024 Session

Alumni Address

President’s Address

The National Anthem

The McMaster University convocation program is a listing of degree candidates who have been 
approved for Fall convocation by the October 31 deadline. Publishing names of degree candidates 

in the ceremony program is not a verifi cation of completion of degree requirements.
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

BIOCHEMISTRY

  Rodion Gordzevich
  Savannah Ashton Kilpatrick
  Shuwen Qian

HEALTH POLICY

  Cristian Mansilla
  Mariana Molina Jaimes
  Manisha Pahwa

HEALTH RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY

  Rachel Eikelboom
  Federico Germini
  Daeria Lawson
  Xue Li
  Sandra Nnedinma Ofori
  Tea Rosic
  Jhalok Ronjan Talukdar
  Liang Yao

MEDICAL SCIENCES

  Jaskirat Arora
  Eric Marc-André Desjardins
  Sophie Poznanski
  Virginia Rabbia
  Neha Sharma
  Asfia Soomro
  Taylor Sparring Press
  Jacqueline Michelle Trink

NEUROSCIENCE

  Neda Mortaji
  Shane Joseph Simon

NURSING

  Carrie Marion Bullard
  Katelyn Sushko

REHABILITATION SCIENCE

  Peter Timothy Cahill
  Shaminder Kaur Dhillon
  Janelle Alyssa Gravesande
  Anne Kumurenzi
  Ze Lu
  Heather Kirsten O’Grady
  Christina Elizabeth Prevett

MASTER OF BIOMEDICAL DISCOVERY AND COMMERCIALIZATION

  Mahnoor Adnan
  Daniel Victor Carr
  Lovette Chan
  Tyler Rino Cusimano
  Ryan D’Souza
  Michela Renzo Bortolotto Davies
  Ron Galaev

  Min Wen Gong
  Evan Alexander Hum
  Hamna Imtiaz
  Sean Joseph Madden
  Brenda Wairimu Nkonge
  Abhi Rajendrakumar Patel
  Zeel Patel

  Zinal Patel
  Dhruvrajsinh Rathod
  Rimika Sachdeva
  Nisarg Samir Shah
  Angad Singh
  Jasrita Singh
  Eric Situ

  Evan James Squire
  Victoria Marilyn Tyndall
  Jing Bo Wang
  Angela Jinyi Yang
  Shuotong Yu
  Amy Jing Yi Zhang

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

  Navdeep Kaur Goraya
  Jayson Brian Habib
  Maiura Anna Muralitharan

  Alexandra Michelle Palumbo
  Kiara Pannozzo
  Tegwende Amina Seedu

MASTER OF SCIENCE

BIOCHEMISTRY

  Arshpreet Bhatwa
  Zhuohang Feng
  Kate Hisaye Grace Miyasaki
  Shiva Murali
  Aarthi Pasupathi
  Amogelang Raphenya Raphenya

CHILD LIFE AND PEDIATRIC 
PSYCHOSOCIAL CARE

  Kiara Alich
  Ruvimbo Pearl Alifasi
  Katherine Hayley Bernardi
  Rose Theresa Bonello
  Katherine Anna Brazel
  Naomi Joy Brown
  Lucille Kathleen Margaret Burton

  Samantha Calautti
  Melanie Carrigan
  Rebecca Rose Côté
  Natalie Marie Favero
  Emma Grace Granville
  Waltta Kadane Headley
  Samantha Michelle Hill
  LaToya Nicole Hillson
  Aminah Kadri
  Julie Jenaye Klomps

  Alicia Lillian Spinks Landy
  Dorsa Merat
  Alexandra Kathleen 

Howard Morden
  Alison Naylor
  Darian Nicole Rogers-Sysak
  Michelle Marie Smith
  Rebecca Steel
  Aushia Urquhart
  Julia Elizabeth Verdugo

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)
GLOBAL HEALTH

  Akbar Ali Jainul Sidhara Saree 
  Samson Oghenekaro Akparorue
  Saif Alam
  Sandra Niel Alexander
  Jeremy Andre Joseph Alves
  Amna Ansari
  Ashley Assam
  Dena Sarah Atallah
  Manmeet Benepal
  Raika Bourmand
  Caleb Daniel Bresolin
  Chloe Champion
  Lauren Chan
  Celine Chen
  Jeslyn Chen
  Jannath Kaur Chhokar
  Clarisse Connelly
  Roisin Anne Delaney
  Mohammad Yasir Essar
  Fadi Esttaifo
  Daniela Gallardo
  Rishika Geda
  Tyler Jordan Gilman
  Diana Goldfield
  Millun Grewal
  Vipul Gupta
  Anahita Haidari
  Dahlia Hathout
  Amal Hjjih
  Noor Hmidan Simsam
  Catherine Hu
  Nicholas Hua
  Syed Asad Irfan
  Massoma Jafari
  Hasana Kavindra Jayawardena
  Lindsey Johnson
  Jawaria Karim
  Jayden Samad Khan
  Shahrukh Khan
  Tarannum Rahman Khan
  Hibah Kolur
  Nupur Krishnan
  Yeonjoo Lee
  Shawna Marie Lethbridge
  Erin Yu Lin
  Samin Josephine Lu-Sullivan
  Faith Lauren Maelzer
  Levi Thomas Manson
  Brianna Marie Marshall
  Hassan Masood
  Lianna Mathew
  Karishma Mehta
  Vishal Mokashi

  Maria Mudassir
  Gurinder Singh Multani
  Minahil Nadeem
  Gabrielle Natividad
  Hayle Noh
  Tanis Lindsy Orsetti
  Mihir Pandya
  Erin Hahn Parsons
  Mitchell William Pellarin
  Alexia Piccolo
  Hailey Anne Pineda
  Aljeena Rahat Qureshi
  Jonathan David Ramdawar
  Amy Ramzy
  Namrata Rana
  Nina Naa Awura Randolph-

Koranteng
  Malik Waleed Raza
  Kayla Elizabeth Ritchie
  Amandeep Saini
  Jazlynn Sandhu
  Niyati Satish
  Aditi Gabrielle Selvaraj
  Dhrumit Shah
  Reemal Shahbaz
  Jaanuni Shanjith
  Shane Yaththushan Shrikanth
  Anna Korina Skandalakis
  Rachel Nicole Smith
  Tyler Cole Soberano
  Jack Edward Reed Stephenson
  Kleiton Strobl
  Naomi Keiko Suzuki
  Isabelle Marie Tahmazian
  Divyalakshmi Tamilselvan
  Adrienne Sydney Colbourne Teske
  Kelly Elizabeth Tomaszewski
  Victoria Diana Tucci
  Gloria Amy Van
  Sanya Vij
  Meryl Rae Dauz Villacastin
  Laura Vita
  Heidi Nadine Willekes
  Aidan Scott Woodward
  Abisha Yogaratnam
  Aamina Zahid
  Abdullah Zaidi
  Vagif Zeynalli

HEALTH RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY

  Mariam Raei Alboom
  Victoria Anne Archer

  Anthony Bai
  Gonzalo Antonio Bravo Soto
  Austin Alexander Browne
  Redjana Carciumaru
  Dan Cohen
  Jose Danilo Bengzon Diestro
  Roseanne Ferreira 

deFreitas Euzebio
  Andrea Krishnapillai
  Vanessa Martelli
  Reza Donald Mirza
  Fatemeh Mirzayeh Fashami
  Colby Tyler Andrew Oitment
  Mansi Patel
  Ananya Pathak
  Michael Radford
  Jennifer Rodrigues
  Onlak Ruangsomboon
  Arani Sathiyapalan
  Shamini Selvakumar
  Sameer Sharif
  Shipra Taneja
  Wimonchat Tangamornsuksan
  Ledingoana Alex Thabane
  Justin Wu

HEALTH SCIENCE 
EDUCATION

  Saima Ali
  Fahd A. I. A. Alsaleh
  Susan Elizabeth Bessonette
  Nancy Elizabeth Davis
  Arunima Deb
  William Armstrong Hossack
  Young Min Kim
  Jason McDevitt
  Adrianna Maria Olszewski
  David Mario Rodrigues
  Matthew Tremble

MEDICAL SCIENCES

  Fardowsa Ahmed Abdi
  Ghofran Abdulelah Al-Adimi
  Alexis Paige Chacon
  Veronica Deyoung
  Sophie Enright
  Emily Mary Grace Grydziuszko
  Zarin Tasnim Haider
  Melanie Lisa Kjarsgaard
  Yun Jou Lee
  Andie Jade MacAndrew

  Kian Shane O’Neil
  Alexandra Paige Steele
  Maria Sunil
  Minh Thuan Tieu
  Yu Yan
  Wajeeha Zaheer

NEUROSCIENCE

  Pargol Balali
  April Dawn Fievoli
  Claire Gage
  Negeen Halabian
  Katrina Nicole Kidd
  Fatima Shirazee

NURSING

  Hannah Ashley Alconcel
  Amanda Angellica Beaudry
  Jordan Marjory Brydges
  Rachel Elizabeth Faubert
  Christopher-Edd Galeno
  Meghan Leigh Jamieson
  Kevin Min
  Bronwyn Jean O’Neill
  Patricia Katrina Poczekaj
  Alyssa Reale
  Emily Renee Skoutarou
  Erin Nicole Stachera
  Lisa Joëlle VanderWees
  Shigin Riche Varghese
  Matthew Anthony Wouters
  Dennis Duo Yang

REHABILITATION SCIENCE

  Sandra Abdel Malek
  Pascal Bolla
  Lauren Marlene Broeders
  Christopher Ryan Farley
  Erin Gordon
  Julie Herrington
  Hayley Anna Hirvi
  Eric Huynh
  Erin Knobl
  Jessie Ann Leith
  Nicolette Athina Martini
  Danny Mikati
  Brenda Kibuka Nayiga
  Kelsey Nolin
  Melissa Rogers

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

MASTER OF SCIENCE (OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY)
  Hossain Tameem Bin Anayet
  Ethan Antonio Antidormi
  Kimberly Nicole Aspros
  Erin Elizabeth Birnie
  Courtney Jessica Bowles
  Julia Veronica Brudzinski
  Bella December Ann Cairns
  Joelle Chandler
  Dao-Ming Dominic Chung
  Ashley Marie Croswell
  Aubrey Laurel Walker Davis
  Kaniya Shae Deboer
  Natalie Doris Endenburg
  Samantha Fernie

  Laura Garcia Diaz
  Kennedy Aine Hamilton
  Jacob Christian Hordyk
  Heather Lisa Howorucha
  Elan Hannah Jacobson
  Shaila Jamani
  Jenna Jean Jeffries
  Arshdeep Kanotra
  Do Young Kim
  Hannah Elizabeth Kuryluk
  Jennifer Grace Lecours
  Ji-Yoon Lee
  Re Lee
  Paige Lyndsey Zoe Lerit

  Cindy Wen Xuan Li
  Angela Xin Ru Lin
  Victoria Loi
  Janelle Anna Looman
  Ana Beatriz Lopez
  Jade Elaine Mardlin
  Julianna Nicole Marfisi
  Jacqueline Maw
  Brynne Muriel Lorraine McArthur
  Anna Marie McMenemy
  Maria Magdy Morkos
  Maleeha Salman Nihal
  Sarah Smith Phan
  Neha Hemant Prajapati

  Marissa Louisa Raso
  Heather Anne Rogers
  Elizabeth Diane Rohde
  Meagan Alessandra Romagnuolo
  Nicole Helen Rondilla
  Madison Elizabeth Rosenau
  Maheen Shahid
  Hannah Brooke Shilling
  Jesse Anne Midori Sonoda
  Connor Kenneth Sullivan
  Ashley Christina Marie Theoret
  Runlin Wang
  Kate Wirsig
  Paul Xu

MASTER OF SCIENCE (PHYSIOTHERAPY)
  Zeina Christina Abu-Jurji
  Marina Emeline Angel
  Jobie Pathiyil Antony
  Ayda Babakhamseh
  Alexa Beland
  Anna Sadaf Bhatti
  Bushra Tahir Bhatti
  Akhilesh Bhushan
  Noah Robertson Bush
  Jessica Butterfield
  Natalie Hiu Yen Chan
  Isabelle Chan-Emery
  Tiffany Cheung
  Emma Lina Coulter
  Marianne Grace de Vera
  Harmandeep Singh Dhaliwal
  Kaitlyn Erin Dillabough

  Christine Amelia Cecilia Ellsworth
  Fausta Ferzoco
  Julie Kathryn Finnigan
  Jessica Elinor Gingrich
  Leonardo Giron
  Jessica Grace Glugosh
  Kate Emma Greffard
  Sophie Anne Haley
  Fady Hanna
  Lauren Marie Harding
  Sydney Emma Hiltz
  Kaylee Nhi Huynh
  Rupal Jariwala
  Nivethan Jeyaseelan
  Makaila Lyn Koshurba
  Sara Krsmanovic
  Justin Patrick Laforest

  Alexis Gayle Lajambe
  Zhi Han Li
  Feng Lin
  Conner Kaname McQueen
  Jessica Melissa Moretto
  Julie Amanda Morrow
  Khang Trong Nguyen
  Katie Linglu Nicodemo
  Chukwuebuka John Osuji
  Riley Victoria Pedulla
  Chantelle Breanne Poelstra
  Benjamin Paul Prevost
  Rachel Lianne Radu
  Rebecca Ramdelall
  Catherine Domenica Rastin
  Rachel Lana Rubin-Sarganis
  Mark Adam Rukavina

  Danielle Ryzer
  Michael Slomczewski
  Rachel Maire Solecki
  Alana Margaret Streicher
  Brianna Tang
  Jill Kathleen Van Damme
  Ecatl Genaro Velez Osuna
  Jaclyn Viehweger
  Isabella Claudia Viel
  Bonnie Vuong
  Paula Weinberg
  Brittney Marie Winnitoy
  Timothy Wong
  Ke Yi Yu
  Kevin Kuai Yu

MASTER OF SCIENCE (SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY)
  Azka Alam
  Anastasiya Alexandrova
  Maneetpal Badesha
  Shaina Lara Benjamin
  Chantelle Marie Boyles
  Carly Elyssa Bregman
  Maha Moin Butt

  Taylor Alyssa Colangeli
  Alyssa Erin Maria DiMarco
  Joanna Faisman
  Roohit Grewal
  Hiba Guddusi
  Julianna Dorcas Head
  Hannah Jane Houston

  Mehdiya Khatau
  Shahithra Kirubalingam
  Lindsay Elizabeth Kroes
  Rejoice Laboriante
  Julia Breanne Lahmann
  Bethany Loshusan
  Hannah Jordan Moskowitz

  Makaya Vail O’Grady
  Mayuraah Rajasri
  Allison Leigh Sexton
  Jillian Audrey Swan
  Monika Maria Szpunar-Riddolls
  Francesca Talarico
  Hafsa Tariq

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE
  Nadav Gasner
  Nikhil Patil

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
  Samiullah Ahmadi
  Jonathan Earl Balbastro
	★	Charlize Julia Breukelman

  Antoine Goyer
  Caterina Adele Gualtieri
  Mark Wanga Sindeti M’Masi

  Sheila Perrault
  Swetha Prakash
  Reema Saili

  Brianne Helena Woudstra

BACHELOR OF HEALTH SCIENCES (PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT)
  Ripley Antonacci
  Amira Benaini
  Selina Nicole Fidanza
  Lindsey Brianna Marie Gesch
  Navreet Singh Gill
  Kara Francesca Ippolito

  Nikki Janszen Spitman
  Emilie Louis
  Megan Doyle McLean
  Ishita Paliwal
  Poorva Patel
  Jaimin Alexandra Pegg

  Greta Raffoul
  Jillian Elizabeth Ruisendaal
  Insharah Sajanlal
  Mennah Soliman
  Eric Russell Thomson
  Kristine Louise Walker

  Devyn Elly Whitaker
  Zachary Earl Wideman
  Brooke Elizabeth Wile
  Mathura Yogarajan

BACHELOR OF HEALTH SCIENCES

HONOURS

	★	Jathushika Ilangkumaran
	★	Nila Thangavelu
  Amelon Gezae Wureta
	★	Michelle Ma (Biochemistry)
	★	Karanvir Kaur Nahal (Biochemistry)

BACHELOR OF HEALTH SCIENCES
	★	Muhammad Yaseen Abbas
	★	Anwar Abdi
	★	Abdallah Mohammed Abukhadijeh
	★	Amro Mohammed Abukhadijeh
	★	Aashna Serenity Agarwal
	★	Mason Anderson
	★	Arash Aria
	★	Kanishtrayen Baskaran
	★	Gurleen Bhogal
	★	Tessa Rose Carr
	★	James Choi
	★	Andy Cui
	★	Dimitrios Deris
	★	Dalraj Singh Dhillon
	★	Anika Garg
	★	Leena Ghani
	★	Isaac Glassman
	★	Dawoud Hadi
	★	Adil Haider

	★	Zaineb Hamza
	★	Felix Hu
	★	Angela Huang
	★	Alex Huynh
	★	Jiwon Hwang
	★	Sarah Kang
	★	Gabrielle M. Katz
	★	Arul Kuhad
	★	Daniel Jack Kwan
	★	Ariana Kalyn Ladha
	★	Hao Yan Li
	★	Emily Liang
	★	Clement Lin
	★	Jeanne Lin
	★	Neil Lin
	★	William X. R. Liu
	★	Hala Mahdi
	★	Miray Tamer Maher
	★	Sricherry Nannapaneni

	★	Faizan Naveed
	★	Luka Newton
	★	Adelia Padoan
	★	Louis Sewoong Park
	★	Yoohyun Park
	★	Justin Yu Hin Phung
	★	Sahaj Puri
	★	Alisa Brenda Angelika Quinton
	★	Deeptha Ramakrishnan
	★	Simrit Rana
  Enrico Rescigno
	★	Harasees Singh
	★	Alex Sy
	★	Andrew Tang
	★	Eileen Ailin Tang
	★	Rida Tauqir
	★	Gabrielle Rita Vesia Trépanier
	★	Sriyasri Varadarajan
	★	Bhargavi Venkataraman

	★	Emily Volfson
	★	Thunuvi Waliwitiya
	★	Carolyn Wang
	★	Frank Wang
	★	James Wang
	★	Yifan Wang
	★	Sarah Katherine See Kay Wong
	★	Alexander Xiang
	★	Grace Xiong
	★	Jessie Xu
	★	Maggie Xu
	★	Ayesha Yahya
	★	Tiffany Yu
	★	Aisling Zeng
	★	Betty Zhang
	★	Eric Zhang
	★	Andy Zhu

  

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



Programs and diplomas designed and produced in partnership with:  

Meet your friends and family on the mezzanine level 
after the ceremony for more photo opportunities. 

Don’t forget to use 
#MacGrad2023 on 

all your posts!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023!

Frame your achievement 

Visit us in the main lobby for a wide selection of offi cial 
McMaster University degree frames*, crested giftware 
and limited-edition merchandise. Complimentary degree 

framing services available for all frame purchases.  
 

* Web order pickup available in Wentworth Room A at the Hamilton Convention Centre. 

Digital programs will be available to download at
registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023
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