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Session Awards

The Governor General’s Academic Award

  The Governor General’s Academic Medal is one of 
the most prestigious awards a student in Canada can 
receive. Established in 1873, this honour recognizes 

exceptional academic achievement at the high-school, 
collegiate, undergraduate and graduate levels.

 Each year, McMaster University awards just 
two Governor General’s Academic Medals to the 
students at the university who have achieved the 
highest academic standing at the undergraduate 
level and graduate level. Earning this accolade 
not only places this year’s recipients among the 

top students to graduate from McMaster; it places 
them among the top students in Canada.

The Distinguished Alumni Award 

The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes McMaster 
University graduates who have attained a high level 
of distinction and achievement through scholarship, 

research, teaching, creative contributions to the 
arts or sciences and/or service to society. This 

award honours alumni whose accomplishments are 
of national and/or international signifi cance or had 

a seminal or transformative impact in their fi eld.

Distinguished University Professors 

The Distinguished University Professors title 
recognizes exceptional McMaster faculty who 

lead in all the areas that make up a well-rounded 
scholar. Not only do nominees achieve outstanding 

research with a global impact, but they also 
demonstrate excellence in teaching, mentorship, 
and community service throughout their careers.

The title, which is restricted to no more than 2 
per cent of all full-time faculty members, is the 

highest honour the University can bestow.

Honorary Degrees 
& Valedictorians

638th Convocation Ceremony
Thursday, November 23, 2023, 9:30 a.m.    

Arts & Science Program, DeGroote School of Business, 
Faculty of Humanities and Faculty of Social Sciences  

The Convocation Address  
Dr. Patrick Deane, Doctor of Laws   

The Valedictory Address 
Mehreen Shami

639th Convocation Ceremony
Thursday, November 23, 2023, 2:30 p.m. 

Faculty of Health Sciences

The Convocation Address  
Dr. Janice Eng, Doctor of Science 

The Valedictory Address 
Reemal Shahbaz

640th Convocation Ceremony
Friday, November 24, 2023, 9:30 a.m. 

Faculty of Engineering and Faculty of Science 

The Convocation Address  
Ms. Emily Calandrelli, Doctor of Science 

The Valedictory Address 
Liza-Anastasia DiCecco 

Learn more about the Honorary Degree recipients, award winners, 
and valedictorians by visiting registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023



Order of Exercises

The Graduand Procession

The Academic Procession

The Chancellor’s Procession

Chancellor’s Welcome

Opening Remarks 

The Conferring of Honorary Degrees  

The Convocation Address 

The Conferring of Degrees In-Course 

The Presentation of the Graduates 

The Valedictory Address 

Awards of the 2023-2024 Session

Alumni Address

President’s Address

The National Anthem

The McMaster University convocation program is a listing of degree candidates who have been 
approved for Fall convocation by the October 31 deadline. Publishing names of degree candidates 

in the ceremony program is not a verifi cation of completion of degree requirements.
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

ANTHROPOLOGY

  Clayton McCann
  Shalen Prado

BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

  Mehmet Akgül
  Mohsen Javdan
  Maheeya Mujib
  Jian Song
  Yuyan Wei

CLASSICS

  Amanda Hardman

COGNITIVE SCIENCE 
OF LANGUAGE

  Frederico Bignami Lopez de Prado

COMMUNICATION, 
NEW MEDIA AND 
CULTURAL STUDIES

  Luis Fernando Navarro Del Angel
  Jessica Sage Rauchberg

ECONOMICS

  Yihong Bai
  Rabiul Islam
  Muhebullah Karimzada
  Julius Owusu

ENGLISH

  Stacy A. Creech de Castro
  Danielle Martak

LABOUR STUDIES

  Chantal Yvonne Mancini
  Andrew Douglas Wilkin

PHILOSOPHY

  Peter Johann Stewart-Kroeker

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

  Katharine Lynn Fitzgerald

SOCIOLOGY

  Carlo Handy Charles
  Andrey Kasimov
  Amanda Erin Lancia
  Nicholas Martino

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

  Rohail Abid
  Alisha Aggarwal
  Sina Ahmadi
  Mujahid Ahmadzai
  Hassan Ahmed
  Zayneb Ahmed
  Luigi Alborino
  Kimberly Barbosa Alvarado
  Judith Ogechukwu Anyaeji
  Carla Maritza Arseneau
  Anil Basu
  Adrienne Beaumont
  Snjezana Braunstein
  Nicole Castanier Laven
  Lai Chi Chan
  Amardeep Kaur Cheema
  Madison Cochrane
  Leon Justin Marshall Cox
  Shayne Crawford-Cummings
  Randal Alexander Daigneau
  Mohammed Deria
  Emily Paige DiMatteo
  Christopher Doherty
  Conner Johnathan Ecklund

  Ehab Abdallah Mohammad 
Abdallah Elhariry

  Carolann Elston
  Jeffery Freeman
  Alex Cong Gao
  Peter John Garrett
  Francisco Antonio Gonzalez Valdes
  Tyrone Bo Grande
  Jane Elizabeth Hilder
  Qing Ying Huang
  Cecilia Iosif Dacko
  Abdi-Fatah Ismail
  Krishna Jain
  Nareshkumar Kannathasan
  Shubham Katiyar
  Shamira Kisiira
  Ajay Krishnan
  Valerii Kucherenko
  Thomas Tsun Tang Lee
  Daniel Leung
  Kenneth Kit Yin Leung
  Cameron Shane George 

MacLaughlan
  Biju Mathai
  Christopher Ryan McGuire

  Komal Mesvani
  Kareen Mezerhane
  Jovan Milosevic
  Kurush Sammy Minocher
  Margaux Morgante
  Syed Naqvi
  Anna Nguyen-Tran
  John Papakyriakou
  Vivek Patel
  Nicholas Perdicaris
  Brianna Piper
  Douglas Anthony Proska
  Warren Pulling
  Indeep Singh Rakkar
  Nicholas Michael Ranger
  Sydney Louise Rivers
  Linda Sam
  Nathan James Scheewe
  Ammar Shaikh
  Usama Shakeel
  Rehan Sharif
  Alkesh Sharma
  Brian Alexander Shepherd
  Jieyang Shi
  Ian Sidey

  Amardeep Singh
  Jennifer Marie Smith
  Andrew Conrad Smyth
  Samantha Staresincic
  Jillian Larsen Sveinson
  Hui Ting Teh
  Arunkumar Kuttikat Thilakan
  Jayesh Tigdi
  Shweta Tripathi
  Delina Veizaj
  Sandra-Marie Virgili
  Shruti Vohra Kapoor
  Maria Helena Voutsinas
  Christina Westaway
  Kevin Whyte
  Charles C. Williams
  Luke Alexander Wilson
  Alicia Dawn Wood
  Peter Wright
  Mengqiuzi Yu
  Min Zhang
  Yu Zhao
  Xuexi Zhou
  Jessica Rose Zilberbrant
  Igor Zoudanov

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)MASTER OF HEALTH MANAGEMENT

  Dwight Biggs
  Tania Elizabeth Burr
  Mohamed Hamad
  Ravnit Hare

  Mikhaila Koren Henderson
  Julie Johanna Houben
  Alicia Shuk Ching Leung
  Nancy Lok Sze Leung

  Katrina Janelle Mackey
  Jinal Patel
  Skylar Dawn Powless
  Christine Marie Sandiford

  Ghada Tahoun
  Wing Ting Truong
  Kathryn Jennifer Ward

MASTER OF ARTS

ANTHROPOLOGY

  Harshvir Singh Bali
  Katarina Borisov
  Rebecca Darlene Christenson
  Esteban Moises Herrera Parra
  Melanie Pugliese
  Cristina Iulia Stef

CLASSICS

  Tyler Wade Leblanc

COMMUNICATION 
AND NEW MEDIA

  Raziehalsadat Falasiri
  Sarah Jafari
  Jelena Maric
  Chika Ebere Odoemelam
  Bianca Alyse Tarantino
  Sara Beatrice Melany Upshur
  Victoria Wojciechowska

CULTURAL STUDIES AND 
CRITICAL THEORY

  Tayah Jeanette Clarke
  Ma Christina de la Cruz
  Julie Anna Margaret Fellmayer
  Maegan Marshall
  Mariana Martinez Guevara
  Patrick Walter McArthur
  Sayed Mohammad Mohaqqeq
  Tarndeep Kaur Pannu
  Chase Robert Thomson
  Coryn Rebecca Urquhart

ECONOMIC POLICY

  Jingyu Chen
  Gabrielle Dorothy Dark
  Ana Constanza Davreux
  Lirjon Ferizi
  Kaidi Liu
  Shuang Liu
  Tyler Montgomery
  Karim Saygh
  Mengqi Sun
  Hayley Patricia Touchburn
  Angela Yu

ECONOMICS

  Shijie Ding
  Maninder Sehgal
  Qin Tang
  Magilan Vasanthakumar
  Ziyi Yang
  Ayat Younes
  Yueqi Zhao

ENGLISH

  Clare Elisabeth Dalingwater
  Grace Elizabeth Dobbie
  Mikaela Maria Louise Grahlman
  Maria Binte Haque
  Liane Michelle Kelly
  Jordan Lefebvre
  Betsy Dennyson Mathew
  Zinzile Ncube
  Michelle Nussey
  Saivaishnavi Rathakrishna
  Jessica Marie Sherlock

FRENCH

  Nader Nagy

GENDER AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE

  Marjan Alipur
  Angelina Isabell D’Angelo
  Olga Dvorova
  Lizbeth Lopez Leon
  Bissmah Rehman

GLOBAL POLITICS

  Athar Al-Hindawi
  Phatima Ali Alaichi
  Taylor Lynne Allen
  Christine Coutinho
  Matthew Robert D’Amico
  Tionna Sonia Ford
  Anjalique H. Raghunauth
  Mehreen Shami
  Tahir Zachariah

GLOBALIZATION

  Marcus Achilles
  Leah Grace De Mey
  Gabriela Dominguez
  Mustaf Egal
  Baiyinah Jivanjee
  Zaeema Kirmani
  Marissa Adelita Eunice Pendley
  Syeda Fatima Abbas Rizvi

HEALTH AND AGING

  Aysha Akhtar
  Kamryn Nancy Beers
  Brianna Kathleen 

Edeltraud Kennelly
  Man Wai Ko
  Anna Ying Pascual Albiol
  Lauren Julia Racioppo

HISTORY

  Sydney Rose Ali-Digweed
  Andy Anim
  Madison Victoria Floether
  Caliesha Lynn Harris
  Nicole Antonina Lemieux
  Hakim Thair-Mohammed Murray
  Iyanna Leonie Perkins
  Vincent Chun Ho Yuen

LABOUR STUDIES

  Jessica Carolyn Dunn
  Austin John Gooder
  Anthony Leah
  Arom Lee
  Lindsay Elizabeth McNabb-Gamble
  Aidan Sian McNally

PHILOSOPHY

  Belinda Alievska
  Mackenzie Rose Beatrice Batista
  Alexia Cipriani
  Aaron Jeffrey Coletti
  Shahdah Mahhouk
  Austin Taylor Noonan
  Karanveer Singh

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

POLITICAL SCIENCE

  Ronahi Abdurrahman
  Ayla Bahram
  Andrew Michael Bradshaw
  Lucas Rissi Monteiro Falcão
  Veronica Kowlessar
  Kezia Mathew
  Michael Vincent Nolan
  Stefano Giovanni Toffoletto

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

  Elsa Immer
  Forough Passyar
  Matthew Phillip Trafford

SOCIOLOGY

  Annie Rose Bradshaw
  Camden Church
  Sarah Rose Xia Xue Coker
  Alvina Begum Hussain
  Victoria Pamela Mary Keary
  Cassandra Jade Kekich
  William Johannes Koevoets
  Kryston Garryck Munnings

  Sophia Marie Pacini
  Shamary Leah Akilah 

Tashawn Stinson
  Qirong Yu

MASTER OF COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT

  Fernando De Toledo Carneiro
  Amanda Fletcher
  Alexander John Frid

  Gregory John Lawrence Iarusso
  Ebony Tara Johnson
  Sabrina Lavi

  Jenica Leigh Middleton
  Kimberley Sheridan
  Laura Watkins

  Nicole Wrae Woodall

MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY

  Sanchita Rajvanshi

MASTER OF SCIENCE

COGNITIVE SCIENCE 
OF LANGUAGE

  Emilie Altman
  Daniil Konstantinovich Gnetov
  Lan Hu
  Monika Krizic
  Dakyung Lim

  Heather Ann Wild
  Ziqi Yang

eHEALTH

  Laya Baby
  Nimrita Kaur Bassi

  Ifeoma Chizube Chukwu
  Derya Demirci
  Zainab Muzaffar Hussain
  Jiayu Liu
  Karla Medeiros
  Muhammad Hannan Minhas
  Rachel Nicole Moxham
  Shan Christopher Parhar

  Vini Vinod Pasbola
  Krishnan Shyamkumar
  Tanveer Sodhi
  Maryam Nabeel Syeda
  Olivier Jin Tong Yong

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

  Modupe Bright Adenrele
  Stephanie Anne Bene
  Shahzi Bokhari
  Angelica Esposito
  Samantha Floren

  Savannah Ena Teresa Hall
  Jonathan Joseph Harley
  Luisa Fernanda Henao Ramirez
  Alison Cassandra Jones
  Roché Keane

  Minju Kim
  Julia Anne Koncovy
  Brenda Anne McCrea
  Stephanie Milliken
  Debra I. Musgrave

  Joshua Thomas Sebastian
  Ngozi Vivian Udekwu
  Laura Ann Van Harmelen

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)DeGroote School of Business

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE

HONOURS

  Ahmed Abdelkader
  Aaisha Ahsan
  Marianna Francesca Antonini
	★	Diana Maria Aviles Garcia
  Kamaljit Singh Bhullar
  Alexander James Breedon
  Taylor Olivia Brooks
  Brooke Simone Budisa
  Thomas David Butler
  Presley Joseph Carambelas
  Evan Samuel Yarwood Carbert
  Zining Chen
  Xiangqi Cheng
  Lydia Tin-Wai Cheung
  Yanwen Chu
	★	Lingyi Dai
  Kamel Mohamad Danab
  Dhairya Desai
	★	Anna Hope Di Bacco
  Hassham Mahmood Dogar
  Yash Dushyant Dosaja
  Reuben Emmanuelpillai
  Vasco Gonzalo Gamero
  Clayton Christopher Ross Ginn
  Rowland Goddard
  Mehtab Grewal
  Xiaolong Guo
  Namuunzaya Julia Hansen
  Samer Emad Hittini
  Peter Joel Charles Hooper
  Colin Nathaniel Hui
  John Lam Huynh
  Talha Jahan
  Hanjian Jiao
  Joshua Philip Joseph
  Herithik Joshi
  Pavleen Kahlon
	★	Pietra Evan Olivia Kamstra
  Trystan Hideki Kato
	★	Gurleen Kaur
  Tabitha Ashley Irene Kerr
  Aiman Faheem Khan
  Shania Kiafar
  Patrick Kubrak
  Amanda Ashlee Lewis
  Hui Lin

  Jiayu Liu
  Zeyu Liu
  Jeff Guanjie Lu
	★	Zhijing Luo
	★	Qianru Ma
  Ashley Nicole Majnaric Borad
  Joel Jacob Mathew
  Alisha Ahmed Matin
  Sritanya Sridhar Mosur
  Johnny Nguyen
  Zebdial Lester Noel
	★	Chenglong Pan
  Julian Anthony Pasquali
  Samuel McIntyre Patterson
	★	Andrew Jordan Pha
	★	Justin Damian Phan
	★	Luca Mercedes Phillips
  Haoyue Qin
  Michael Ramelli
  Alexandra Maria Robertson
	★	Zachary Thomas Roth
  Nasir Hayat Sardar
  Mayank Sharma
	★	Qiuyu Shi
  Abdur Raheem Muhammad 

Siddiqui
	★	Hendrik Jacob Teeuwsen
  Aden William Tett
	★	Janhvi Sandeep Tiwari
	★	Daniel Anthony Tortis
  Sebastian Theodore Tsang
  Eduardo Antonio Valdes Gonzalez
  Vanessa Anneke Vogel
	★	Yuanzhizhe Wang
	★	Thomas Patrick Witkowicz
  Hanlin Wu
	★	Weilin Xi
  Yuanhao Xi
	★	Liwu Xiang
	★	Si Xu
	★	Hayley Celeste Yacynuk
	★	Erik Oliver Ounpuu Yelle
	★	Ruoyu Yu
  Chamberlain Zhang
  Cong Zhou
  Yuxuan Zhou

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

TITLE (CONTINUED...) Faculty of Humanities

BACHELOR OF ARTS

HONOURS

  Magnus George Bianco
	★	Alyssa Christina Blasioli
	★	Robert Peter Butrym
  Huiying Chen
	★	Tara Carolyn Collins
  Elias Davis D’Arcy-Ellis
	★	Stacy Victoria de Berner
	★	Blake E. Dillon

  Abigail Elizabeth Hickerson
  Xuankai Huang
  Joshua Brennan Lilliman
  Jingjing Liu
  Tingping Liu
	★	Mikhail Lobov
  Amanda Martins Vaz Da Silva
  Kenniesha Marie O’Leary

  Marian Othman
  Arjun Shyam John Ram
  Reed Ridsdill-Miller
  Ali Ahmed Saood
	★	Melissa Rose Broderick Siemms
  Trevlyn Nicole An-Xian Snyder
  Iyanuoluwa Otib Otibhor Soyinka
  Avery Lyn Stoop

  Jackson Steven Stratton
  Riley Carmen Troisi
	★	Olivia Patricia Shelia Williams
  Jennifer Catherine Wright
  Yuhao Zhang

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

HONOURS

  Christian Sean Ross

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

HONOURS

	★	Violet Abby Anderson
	★	Jordan Angela McClean

BACHELOR OF ARTS
  Sharina Baheerathan
  Taylor Bondoc
	★	Samuel Andrew Cooper
  Danielle Ashley Desjardins
  Hongyuan E
  Benjaman Frawley

  Benjamin Joseph Kwasnik
  Kenndell Rylee Lynn Ludwig
  Rebecca Anne MacFadyen
  Christian Fabian Miranda Cuadros
  Jennifer Veronica Molina
	★	Aviva S. Zeldman

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)Faculty of Social Sciences

BACHELOR OF ARTS

HONOURS

	★	Maleeha Ahmed
  Amy Anne Alksnis
  Eliseo Arcides Arias
  Noah Peter Gary Breadner
  Yuhan Che
  Siyi Chen
  Yan Chen
  Rami Houssam Chouaib
  Alexandra Cynthia Rita Connor
	★	Brennan Conry
  Ria Julius Daniel
  Simran Warris Daniel
  Mathew James Dolan
  Nicholas Michael Fowler
  Emma Marie Jorge Furtado

  Sarah Louise Hill
  Lucas Adam Holler
  Ahmad Hosseini
	★	Christine Huang
  Jiahui Huang
  Olivia Margueritte Humphreys
  Deanna Adele Hutten
  Quazi Affan Islam
  Taylor Marcy Kaban
  Evan Atticus Kernaghan
	★	Charlotte Lake
  Michael Lee
  Julia Abi Leonard
  Tie Li
  Rebecca Anneli MacDougall

  Kate-Lynne Irene MacLeod
	★	Tanya Mahendru
  Dylann Louisa Murphy-Peters
  Weiyu Pan
  Ella Natalie Pryer
  Xinran Qiao
  Manahil Qureshi
  Suhail Ur Rehman
  Lathusikaa Sabeskaran
  Mahum Samad
  Serena Santos
  Prapti Shahkumar
  Hongyu Shi
  Hailey Marie Simpson
  Yutong Song

  Rianna Icar Martinez Sotto
  Olivia Lauren Thompson
  Jaylee Alicia Rose Van 

De Cappelle
  Megan Walker
  Aubrey Lynn Winseck
  Allison Sheila Wray
  Ruiyun Wu
  Yuanzhe Yang
  Khristian David Yglesias Arango
  Enyuan Zhang
  Linhan Zhou
	★	Ye Zhou

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

HONOURS

	★	Madeleine Selina Westbrook

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
	★	Danielle Matos

BACHELOR OF ARTS
  Tamim Abousawan
  Laila Asmau Abubakar
  Samantha Lesly Adamson
  Ahmed Abdullah Mohammed 

Al-Harethi
  Hodah Al-Saadi
  Michael Lawrence Barberi
  Zachary Barwick
  Adom Osei Kweku Brako
  David Robert Bruder
  Thanh Phuoc Dam
  Johnathan Terry Dicks
  Yanning Ding

  Liang Fang
  Yuyun Feng
  Zhiyi Gui
  Kushini W.A. Gunasekara
  Daniela Hertz
	★	Maria Iordache
  Ismail Aidarous Ismail
  Brendan Kaffko
  Chante Kennedy-Rowe
  Mediha Keranovic
	★	David Elliot Arthur Knoll
  Dezhen Kong
  Olivia Marie Kopackov

  Dan Liao
  Shuai Liu
  Yogita Manchanda
  Alexander Andrew Mascioli
	★	Charmaine Matteau
  Ryan D. McFarlane
  Andrea Jean Moore
  Rachel Renee Morin
	★	Teighan Emily Morris
  Dusan Radisic
  Sangida Rahman
  Grant William James Ramsay
  Darius O’neil Robinson

	★	Nicole Schandl
  Yousaf Shahan
  Yijie Sun
  Abigail Larraine Weisler
  Molly Fremont Wilkins
  Qianqian Xu
  Weiling Xu
  Guizhi Yao
  Danielle Louise Zeran
  Ruiyuan Zhang
  Haohang Zhao

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



Programs and diplomas designed and produced in partnership with:  

Meet your friends and family on the mezzanine level 
after the ceremony for more photo opportunities. 

Don’t forget to use 
#MacGrad2023 on 

all your posts!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023!

Frame your achievement 

Visit us in the main lobby for a wide selection of offi cial 
McMaster University degree frames*, crested giftware 
and limited-edition merchandise. Complimentary degree 

framing services available for all frame purchases.  
 

* Web order pickup available in Wentworth Room A at the Hamilton Convention Centre. 

Digital programs will be available to download at
registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023
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