
Convocation
for the Class of 2023

Chancellor 
Santee Smith 
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David Farrar 

BSc, MSc, PhD 

McMaster University recognizes and acknowledges that we meet today on the 
traditional territories of the Mississauga and Haudenosaunee nations within 

the lands protected by the Dish With One Spoon wampum agreement.

Presiding

FirstOntario Concert Hall

May 24, 25 and June 12 to 16, 2023



Honorary Degrees & Valedictorians

Learn more about the Honorary Degree recipients, award winners and 
valedictorians by visiting registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023 

School of Nursing
Wednesday, May 24, 2023  

626th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Convocation Address  
Pat Mandy, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address 
Salwa Siddiqui

Faculty of Health Sciences
Thursday, May 25, 2023   

627th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

  The Convocation Address  
Hendricus Gerard Schmidt, Doctor of 

Science

The Valedictory Address 
Muhammad Taaha Hassan

Faculty of Humanities and 
the Arts & Science Program

Monday, June 12, 2023

628th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

The Convocation Address 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Doctor of Laws  

The Valedictory Address  
Akosua Asafu-Adjaye

Faculty of Engineering
Tuesday, June 13, 2023  

629th Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:   

The Convocation Address  
Kimberly Woodhouse, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
George Fares

630th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:

The Convocation Address  
Howard Ketelson, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Rebecca Di Vincenzo

Faculty of Social Science
Wednesday, June 14, 2023  

 631st Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:  

The Convocation Address 
Wanda Thomas Bernard, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address   
Salsa Sarhan

632nd Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

The Convocation Address
Andy Knight, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address
Elizabeth Wong

Faculty of Science
Thursday, June 15, 2023    

633rd Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Verena Tunnicliffe, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Meghan Nemeth

634th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Fredrick Moyes, Doctor of Letters

The Valedictory Address 
Amal Khan

635th Convocation Ceremony at 7:00 p.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Annette Lee, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Taren Ginter

DeGroote School of Business
Friday, June 16, 2023    

636th Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Paul Douglas, Doctor of Laws    

The Valedictory Address 
Laura Coelho    

637th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Valedictory Address  
Shweta Sapra



Order of Exercises 

The Graduand Procession 

The Academic Procession 

The Chancellor’s Procession 

Opening Remarks

The Chancellor’s Opening Remarks & 

Thanksgiving Address

Faculty Address

The Conferring of Honorary Degrees  

The Convocation Address 

The Conferring of Degrees In-Course 

The Presentation of the Graduates 

The Valedictory Address 

Awards of the 2022-23 Session 

Alumni Message 

President’s Address 

The National Anthem 

Convocation ceremonies will be recorded, broadcasted live, 
and archived at  registrar.mcmaster.ca/grad/webcast/

Session Awards

The Chancellor’s Gold Medal

The Chancellor’s Gold Medal is one of McMaster 
University’s most prestigious awards. Established in 1938 

by Dr. Howard Whidden, the Chancellor’s Gold Medal 
honours a student who ranks highest in scholarship, 

leadership and infl uence.

Each year McMaster University awards one 
undergraduate student in their last year of study with this 
award. It acknowledges and celebrates their dedication 

to academics, leadership and culture.

The Governor General’s Academic Medal 

The Governor General’s Academic Medal is one of 
the most prestigious awards a student in Canada can 
receive. Established in 1873, this honour recognizes 

exceptional academic achievement at the high-school, 
collegiate, undergraduate and graduate levels.

Each year, McMaster University awards just two 
Governor General’s Silver Medals to the students at the 

university who have achieved the highest academic 
standing at the undergraduate level. Earning this 

accolade not only places this year’s recipients among the 
top students to graduate from McMaster; it places them 

among the top students in Canada.

President’s Award of Excellence in Student Leadership 

The President’s Award of Excellence in Student 
Leadership acknowledges the contributions made by 
students who play a signifi cant role in improving and 

developing the intellectual, social, and/or cultural fabric 
of the McMaster community.

President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Teaching and Learning  

The President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Teaching and Learning is granted to those educators 

who, through innovation and commitment, have 
signifi cantly enhanced the quality of their students’ 

learning experience. 



4. Social Sciences

TITLE (CONTINUED...)

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

HEALTH & SOCIETY

  Gum-Ryeong Park

SOCIAL GERONTOLOGY

  Blessing Ugochi Ojembe
  Jonelle Elizabeth Ward

SOCIAL WORK

  Erin Leigh Kuri

SOCIOLOGY

  Michelle Rosalie Goldenberg
  Kosar Karimi Pour
  Sarah May Lindsay
  Iga Mergler
  Max Stick

MASTER OF ARTS

HEALTH AND AGING

Amanda Christine Bull

SOCIOLOGY

Christina My Anh Doan
Jill Marie Rogers

BACHELOR OF ARTS

HONOURS

  Alishba Abbas
  Lana Abdul Raheem
  Janna Abouelkhair
  Adesola Adedeji
  Devin Agnew
  Kaitlyn Aguiar
 ★ Naima Ansar Ahmed
  Yasmina Taleb Alaycheh
  Nadia Ali
  Kinza Aliar
  Dana Ahmed Alnahhar
 ★ Abigail Lauren Amos
  Hadassah Annor
  Mariamna Arbid
  Chase David Arseneau
  Megan Mei Jen Au
  Keerat Aulakh
 ★ Cristopher Gracjano Baccala
  Haya Baig
  Karlie Elizabeth Baird
 ★ Laurie Baker
  Georgian-Grace Baker-Griffiths
  Monika Gail Bali
 ★ Fiza Mirza Bashir
 ★ Hibah Bashir
  Teresa Dawn Bayaborda
  Julia Marie Beato
 ★ Emma Elizabeth Beattie
  Grace Polly Beaumont

 ★ Erica Judith Beers
 ★ Sydney Belanger
  Dea Martha Belliu
  Natasha Dawn Bendera
  Sandra Agnes Biggar
  Zeya Rickrene Bisnauth
  Jacob Matthew Blair
  Marriah Katrina Blair
  Angelina Charlotte Bomberry
  Caitlin Elizabeth Brennan
 ★ Cole Matthew Brennand
  Emilie Sierra Brodeur
  Dasha Brook
  Amanda Claire Buchan
  Eryk Bujalski
 ★ Olivia Susanne Bundy
  Jada Carmichael
 ★ Vida Carranza
 ★ Taylar Marie Cassidy
  Carolina Guadalupe Castillo
 ★ Rebecca Cecim
  Eeren Chan
  Kelsy Marie Chan
 ★ Shekinah Jia Fu Chan
 ★ Kailey Midori Chaplin-Shiga
 ★ Madison Ann Cherry
  Denisse Telan Chua
 ★ Reed Autumn Ciarloni
  Alyssa Beatrice Cockburn

 ★ Cassidy Mikaila Colalillo
 ★ Jane Anne Colby
  Bradley James Cole
  Brooke Emily Collier
 ★ Peyton Marie Connolly
  Leah Cooks
 ★ Jamie Lee Couling
 ★ Savannah Lyn Coulson
 ★ Sophia Francesca Cupello
  Claire Josephine D’Achille
 ★ Cristiana Mary Lucy 

Joanne D’Amico
  Isaac Daines
  Al-Ain Yvannah Marie 

Lagman Dalisay
  Sierra Madison Darragh-Prentice
  Julia Claire Carlini De Luca
 ★ Esther Willemina de Vries
  Rose Margaret Debono
  Natalie Del Valle
  Olivia Barbara Delis
  Vanessa Angelina Deluca
 ★ Rachel Elizabeth Dennison
  Emily Anne Dittrich
 ★ Jing Yao Dong
  Kyle Joseph Doornick
  Sarah Michelle Dosman
  Rebecca Suhannah Doucette
 ★ Andre Seymour Douglas

 ★ Olivia Erin Eakins
  Mariam Amr El Meligy
 ★ Vasiliki Elysa Eliopulos
  Lauren Jane Engel
 ★ Alexa Michelle Evangelista
  Sarah Fawad
  Amina Fawaz Kader
  Michael Andrew Fedchak
 ★ Kathleen Nicole Beatrice Felix
 ★ Laura Caterina Ferlanti
  Danielle Suzette Fernandes
 ★ Sonia Iman Fettah
  Tyler Anthony Flegg
 ★ Emilia Flores Anaya
  Nicholas Alfieri Forbes
 ★ Annika Maria Fotheringham
  Neema Rudia Francis
  Miriam Francis Ngendabwinja
  Chloe Kirsten Frias
  Kayleigh Giselle Frias
  Shoshana Furman
  Melissa Gadea
  Maya Nicole Gauthier
 ★ Naomi Rachel Geller
  Liat Geva
 ★ Connor Daniel Emil Gibala
  Cassie Lynne Glaves
 ★ Ryan Gordon Glenn
 ★ Julia Louisa Gollob

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)
 ★ Sophie Anne Gordon
  Kailey Brooke Gremont
  Sukhman Kaur Grewal
  Logan Margaret Griffin
  Chelsea Marie Grigsby
 ★ Jaskiran Guraya
 ★ Robyn Lynn Haldenby
  Cameron Jacob Hamer
 ★ Noah Camblin Hanson
  Madison Claire Harding
  Anthony James Harris
  Liana Emily Hart
 ★ Taylor Leanne Hart
 ★ Shaza Zahir Hassan
 ★ Caitlin Nicole Hawkes
 ★ Madison Emily Hayes
 ★ Thea Catherine Hoaken
 ★ Gillian Kate Hodge
  Delaney Jordana Holness
 ★ Grace Jane Hugill
  Abbey Rose Iannone
 ★ Alexandra Theresia Irvine
 ★ Katarina Elizabeth Jakobsh
 ★ Hannah Marie Jamieson
  J. Lynnette Jamieson
  Grace Christine Jansen
  Grace Caroline Jarrett
  Mehwish Jilani
  Stuart Charles Jones
  Timothy James Jones
  Heesoo Jung
 ★ Susan Vanessa Kadzielska
 ★ Karolina Kalashnikova
 ★ Ankita Rajneesh Kapila
  Devin Wallace Keeling
  Shawn Michael Keelor
 ★ Abby Lauren Keesmaat
  Wania Khan
 ★ Jasminder Kaur Khehra
  Paige Madison Kilmurray
  Erika Cassandra King Lawrence
 ★ Payton Mj Kleven
  Michael Karl Klukan
 ★ Isabelle Nichole Koerber
 ★ Xiaoyu Kong
  Mark Kyorkis
  Gabrielle Tandoc Lane
 ★ Alison Elizabeth Laurie
  Tanner Jordan Lecker-Fratoni
  Tracy Maria Lee
 ★ Michael Grant Leger
  Alexa Shannon Leighton
  Agata Justyna Lewandowska
  Jialin Li
  Crystal Gayle Lickers Perez
  Qianqian Lin
  Joyce Linh
  Haihong Liu

 ★ Sean Hou Ning Lo
 ★ Rachel Marie Zister Long
 ★ Alexandra Lopoukhova
  Dylan Jeremy Lu
  Linda Lu
  Colin Salciccioli Lyons
 ★ Thomas Joseph Cinense Macaraeg
 ★ Elizabeth Carolynn Maclellan
 ★ Eizza Mahmood
  Clara Majstorovic
  Fatima Ahmed Malik
  Hasna Malik
 ★ Maima Ahmed Malik
  Zoe Jon Malone
 ★ Summer Jayne Marks
 ★ Alexandra Clare Masler
 ★ Olivia Margaret Mastracci
  Olivia Hannah Mathews
 ★ Hannah Elizabeth McArthur
  Sarah Ann McBride
  Alexa Kathleen McCoy
  Madeleine Shirley McInnis
  Hailey Julia McKee
  Breeanna McMath
 ★ Taylor Rose McVie
 ★ Maya Elizabeth Mehta
 ★ Ilisa Merz
 ★ Chloe Claudine Michaud
 ★ Rachel Emma Michels
 ★ Victoria Micoli
  Margaret Katherine Miller
  Keely Anne Minnis
  Rhea Mirani
  Hasan Baig Mirza
 ★ Samantha Antonina Monaco
 ★ Sara Celine Montour
 ★ Samantha Desiree Mora
 ★ Theresa Morellato
 ★ Eden Paige Morelli
  Kelsey Todd Morgan
 ★ Haley Morris
  John Cesare Moscardini
  Madison Tamiko Mototsune
 ★ Amina Abdikarim Mowlid
  Bilal Mufti
  Samantha Marie Mule
 ★ Arielle Lam Sum Ngai
 ★ Serena Shazana Niyamuddin
  Katrina Elizabeth Noll
  Lana Novakovic
  Olivia Lotte Nucifora
  Joseph Bernard O’Grady
 ★ Lindsay Marie Oad
  Amber Ann Ollson
 ★ Maria Emilia Ordonez Chavarria
  Erona Pacolli
 ★ Zara Parwaiz
 ★ Ryleigh Victoria Paterson

 ★ Aaliyah Beyonce Paul
  Christin Kelly Paul
 ★ Luc Gabriel Peeters
 ★ Alyssa Dalene Pereira
  Tonia Petti
 ★ Nayla Maria Pietras
 ★ Julia Claire Plechinger
  Maya Angelina Polidoro
 ★ Anthoneke Oneshe Powell
 ★ Yumna Qaisar
  Jingyi Qi
  Kathryn Michelle Quarrington
 ★ Anushka Lakshmi Rajaram
  Monserrat Ramirez Ruvalcaba
  Ana Rasevic
  Montana Lyn Rayner
 ★ Megan Laura Read
  Fiora Isabella Reda
 ★ Gavin Preston Rees
  Julia Remus
 ★ Fermin Hannah Retnavarathan
 ★ Roche Reyes
  Naomi Ashley Rhoden
  Daeshon Robinson
 ★ Alison Megan Rogers
 ★ Lisa Anne Roman
 ★ Hannah Eve Ross
  Sydney Ellen Ross
 ★ Jessica Grace Russo
  Sultan Mahmood Sadiq
  Zainab Saeed
  Yasemine Safieddine
  Taric Zaher Aref Said
  Ananya Aela Sairam
 ★ Melissa Lena Salemi
  Kassandra Jade Salerno-Fischer
  Sierra Jean Salvi
 ★ Hana Karim Sami
  Faderera Adetola Sanda
 ★ Florencia Elena Saposnik
 ★ Linette Sapper
  Michael Scarfone
  Pietro Andrea Schirripa
 ★ Saxon Elizabeth Schwarz
  Kalei Caitlin Scott
 ★ Zuzanna Sekowski
  Shruti Shahkumar
  Gauri Priya Sharma
  Acadia Shaw
 ★ Aya Shbeeb
  Zeinab Shmara
  Jane Houssam Shoukry
 ★ Hanvir Kaur Sidhu
  Marija Simic
  Marcus Anthony Simms
 ★ Taryn Ashley Simon
  Jaclyn Sims
  Maya Skara

  Julia Ann Sleiman
  Claudia Nicole Smerilli
 ★ Nicholas Friedman Smith
 ★ Owen Taylor Spiwak
  Kendall Sandra Stallard
  Amy Jeanette Stewart
 ★ Maria Sushcheva
  Natalie Sutton
 ★ Shanur Ahmed Syed
  Julia Szturycz
  Ryan Minh Ta
  Ross Talabis
  Claire Elizabeth Talbot
  Molly Elizabeth Tamura
 ★ Madison Sarah Tate
  Mia Josephina Tessarolo
  Iohakentah Thomas
 ★ James David Thomas
  Cheyanne Jasmine Thompson
  Danielle Elizabeth Titian
 ★ Safaiya Lotfy Tobala
 ★ Cameron Robert John Tomalty
 ★ Esme Joanne Tondreau
 ★ Deanna Holly Treadwell
 ★ Abby Elizabeth Tristani
  Jewel Tsatsu
 ★ Pearl Tsatsu
  Lucas Roy Tucker
 ★ Alexis Mae Vacheresse
 ★ Julia Vaisman Pasatir
 ★ Margaret Van
  Cooper Dante Van Vlaanderen
  Jason Vaquerano
 ★ Armando Vega Ruiz
 ★ Cassandra Marie Vettor
 ★ Emily Alyce Vieira
  Kapina Vijayakaran
 ★ Anugraha Vinayan Vakkayil
  Daniela Alexandra Violo
 ★ Conrad Alexander Von Palleske
  Brittney Alexandra Wade
  India Walker
  Amanda Elizabeth Warmington
  Samantha Wesolowska
 ★ Chloe Anne West
 ★ Mary Rebecca Wiebe
 ★ Tegan Victoria Wilson
  Natalia Wissam
 ★ Jessica Anne Woodworth
 ★ Vivian Wu
 ★ Xiaohan Wu
  Hiu Ching Yau
  Amanda Yousif
  Jiayi Zhang
  Jiayi Zhou
  Lauren Nicole Zupan

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



6. Social Sciences

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

HONOURS

  Cheryl Annette Adams
 ★ Vanessa Aguirre
 ★ Umya Aized
 ★ John Alfred Blyskis
 ★ Danielle Isabelle Cahill
 ★ Lesly America Carranza
 ★ Jocelyn Claire Chung
 ★ Alison Michelle Dodd
 ★ Melissa Jayne Elliott
 ★ Aeryn Kassidy Emre

 ★ Samantha Christina Faris
 ★ Katerina Fraggoulis
 ★ Abbey Elise Hager
 ★ Regine Marvee Hocson
 ★ Sabrina Marlene Hunter
 ★ Tiana Johnson
  Siqi Li
 ★ Stephen Pierre McCormick
  Kaleen Maura McCreadie
 ★ Natalie Merta-Lizano

 ★ Nora Grace Mossman
 ★ Alexis Julia Ozinga
  Olivia Silvanna Paredes
 ★ Daniella Julianna Partito
 ★ Olivia Ruby Partridge
 ★ Nirali Patel
 ★ Amanda Perino
 ★ Ashley Ramdat
 ★ Samantha Jean Rideout
 ★ Kate Alexandra Ridley

 ★ Haleemah Taj Shah
 ★ Lillian Jade Souliere-Lamb
 ★ Hannah Louise Spencer
 ★ Madison Avery Stewart
 ★ Sarah Ruth Trevitt
 ★ Stephanie Brooke Trotta
 ★ Olena Natalia Urbanowicz

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
 ★ Olivia Rose Nicole Caravaggio
 ★ Lisa-Marie Carrier
 ★ Leigha May Carson

 ★ Caitlin Cross
 ★ Karen Angela Cushing
 ★ Sabrina Nicole Gojsic

 ★ Kristine M. Kjeldsen
 ★ Amy Macdonald
 ★ Chelsea Raya Dawn Moore

 ★ Ashley Viola Kathleen Real
 ★ Ashmin Kaur Tiwana
 ★ Christina Angelica Viola

BACHELOR OF ARTS
  Aline Abkarian
 ★ Andrea Mariela Aguilar Deras
  Noor Aishah Asim Ali
  Amrita Bansal
 ★ Luigi Battiston
  Parmida Behnia
 ★ Caitlin Bell
  Karine Boulay
  Alison Rae Braks
  Natasha Andjelka Buenaventura
  Kaitlyn Nichole Bullard
  Daniel Alexander Burton
  Stephen Cao
  Nicole Marie Chmielecki
  Angela Cibic
  Alexie Abegail Clemente
  Carol Coburn
  Danny Simoes Da Silva

 ★ Jacob Steven Da Silva
  Sofia Elise Devolder
  Theoktisti Dimaki
  Ofure Shalom Ebhonu
  Kathryn Elbers
  Zachary Frank Elesie
  Evan Daniel Ellis
  Rosa Maria Fernandez-Muniz
  Alexa Lynn Ferraccioli
  Emmanuel Gill
  Duncan Allesio Gillies
  Joanne Gorman
  Sophia Sarine Hamboyan
  Paige Mabel Ann Hamilton
 ★ Rebecca Lauren Healy
  Julie Mae Inamarga
  Zachary Stephen Sebastian Isaacs
  Rinka Ito

  Arron Matthew Iveson
  Erica Jeanette Jenah
  John Sunwoo Jeong
  Nicole Jubran
  Christine Marie Kennedy
  Hannah Khodeir
 ★ Maria Elizabeth Lawrence
  Varinica Lingaratnam
  Jori Alexander Mantha
  Jaipaul Massey-singh
  Tessa Mcfadzean
  Thomas Patrick Nield
 ★ Brenda J. Pennington
  Braden Michael Pereira
  Molly Kathryn Punnett
  Jacob Rn Riganelli
  Arif Asraf Rojan
  Lily Abigail Rovinelli

  Jessica Rubini
 ★ Clare Elizabeth Sharkey
  Layba Shazidi
  Shuwen Shen
  Roland Jang Simmons
  Melissa Sandy Steven
  Xiaochen Sun
  Xiaojie Sun
  Jennah Andi Taylor
  Akhshaya Thampiyah
  Jesse Chukuemeka 

Gabriel Thomas
  Dennis Tak-Wai Wong
  Michelle Oi-Wai Yip
  Kaitlyn Young
  Jing Zheng

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



Programs and diplomas designed and produced in partnership with:  

Meet your friends and family in the Hamilton Convention 
Centre after the ceremony for more photo opportunities. 

Don’t forget to use 
#MacGrad2023 on 

all your posts!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023!

Frame your achievement 

Visit us in the main lobby for a wide selection of offi cial 
McMaster University degree frames*, crested giftware 
and limited-edition merchandise. Complimentary degree 

framing services available for all frame purchases.  
 

* Web order pickup available in Wentworth Room A at the Hamilton Convention Centre. 




