
Convocation
for the Class of 2023

Chancellor 
Santee Smith 

BA (Hons), BA, MA 
 

President and Vice-Chancellor 
David Farrar 

BSc, MSc, PhD 

McMaster University recognizes and acknowledges that we meet today on the 
traditional territories of the Mississauga and Haudenosaunee nations within 

the lands protected by the Dish With One Spoon wampum agreement.

Presiding

FirstOntario Concert Hall

May 24, 25 and June 12 to 16, 2023



Honorary Degrees & Valedictorians

Learn more about the Honorary Degree recipients, award winners and 
valedictorians by visiting registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023 

School of Nursing
Wednesday, May 24, 2023  

626th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Convocation Address  
Pat Mandy, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address 
Salwa Siddiqui

Faculty of Health Sciences
Thursday, May 25, 2023   

627th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

  The Convocation Address  
Hendricus Gerard Schmidt, Doctor of 

Science

The Valedictory Address 
Muhammad Taaha Hassan

Faculty of Humanities and 
the Arts & Science Program

Monday, June 12, 2023

628th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

The Convocation Address 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Doctor of Laws  

The Valedictory Address  
Akosua Asafu-Adjaye

Faculty of Engineering
Tuesday, June 13, 2023  

629th Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:   

The Convocation Address  
Kimberly Woodhouse, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
George Fares

630th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:

The Convocation Address  
Howard Ketelson, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Rebecca Di Vincenzo

Faculty of Social Science
Wednesday, June 14, 2023  

 631st Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:  

The Convocation Address 
Wanda Thomas Bernard, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address   
Salsa Sarhan

632nd Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

The Convocation Address
Andy Knight, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address
Elizabeth Wong

Faculty of Science
Thursday, June 15, 2023    

633rd Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Verena Tunnicliffe, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Meghan Nemeth

634th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Fredrick Moyes, Doctor of Letters

The Valedictory Address 
Amal Khan

635th Convocation Ceremony at 7:00 p.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Annette Lee, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Taren Ginter

DeGroote School of Business
Friday, June 16, 2023    

636th Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Paul Douglas, Doctor of Laws    

The Valedictory Address 
Laura Coelho    

637th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Valedictory Address  
Shweta Sapra



Order of Exercises 

The Graduand Procession 

The Academic Procession 

The Chancellor’s Procession 

Opening Remarks

The Chancellor’s Opening Remarks & 

Thanksgiving Address

Faculty Address

The Conferring of Honorary Degrees  

The Convocation Address 

The Conferring of Degrees In-Course 

The Presentation of the Graduates 

The Valedictory Address 

Awards of the 2022-23 Session 

Alumni Message 

President’s Address 

The National Anthem 

Convocation ceremonies will be recorded, broadcasted live, 
and archived at  registrar.mcmaster.ca/grad/webcast/

Session Awards

The Chancellor’s Gold Medal

The Chancellor’s Gold Medal is one of McMaster 
University’s most prestigious awards. Established in 1938 

by Dr. Howard Whidden, the Chancellor’s Gold Medal 
honours a student who ranks highest in scholarship, 

leadership and infl uence.

Each year McMaster University awards one 
undergraduate student in their last year of study with this 
award. It acknowledges and celebrates their dedication 

to academics, leadership and culture.

The Governor General’s Academic Medal 

The Governor General’s Academic Medal is one of 
the most prestigious awards a student in Canada can 
receive. Established in 1873, this honour recognizes 

exceptional academic achievement at the high-school, 
collegiate, undergraduate and graduate levels.

Each year, McMaster University awards just two 
Governor General’s Silver Medals to the students at the 

university who have achieved the highest academic 
standing at the undergraduate level. Earning this 

accolade not only places this year’s recipients among the 
top students to graduate from McMaster; it places them 

among the top students in Canada.

President’s Award of Excellence in Student Leadership 

The President’s Award of Excellence in Student 
Leadership acknowledges the contributions made by 
students who play a signifi cant role in improving and 

developing the intellectual, social, and/or cultural fabric 
of the McMaster community.

President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Teaching and Learning  

The President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Teaching and Learning is granted to those educators 

who, through innovation and commitment, have 
signifi cantly enhanced the quality of their students’ 

learning experience. 



4. Sciences

TITLE (CONTINUED...)

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

CHEMISTRY

  Mark Richard Bortolus
  Christopher James Franko
  David Hurem
  Sergei Novikov
  Shaochang Song

COMPUTATIONAL SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING

  Dewan Ferdous Wahid

MATHEMATICS

  Szymon Sobieszek

PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY

  James Patrick Lambert
  Xin Wang

RADIATION SCIENCES

  Erica Dao
  Dusan Vukmirovic

STATISTICS

  Eman Mohammed S Alamer
  Nikola Pocuca
  Xiaochang Wang

MASTER OF SCIENCE

CHEMICAL BIOLOGY

  Alix Dujardin
  Harrison Mitchell McCann

CHEMISTRY

  Dayna Diane Bennett
  Amanda Alicja Ciezki
  Jack Richard Isaac Cruikshank
  Aya Kadri
  Zan Yang

COMPUTATIONAL SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING

  Hyeok Jun Lee
  Jason Cole Pekos
  Rana Shariat

MATHEMATICS

  Büsra Atar
  Daniel Martin Barake
  Adrian George Cook
  Nathan Oscar Heisz
  Michaela Mary Rose Kelly

  Sullivan Francis MacDonald
  Ana Mucalica
  Katarina Sacka
  Silas Vriend
  Runyue Wang

PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY

  Rishita Gudapati
  Rachel Lindsey Pillsworth
  Addison Spencer Richards

RADIATION SCIENCES

  Waqaas Ahmed Zia

STATISTICS

  Doudou Jin
  Yufeng Li
  Tolulope Olufunlola Olusooto
  Amandeep Singh Sidhu
  Lan Wang
  Yixuan Zhang
  Zhiyue Zhang

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE

HONOURS

 ★ Liam Anderson Wittenberg

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

HONOURS

 ★ Lara Ghassan Abbas
  Sheharyar Aftab
  Muhammad Soban Ali
 ★ Emmanuela Ammendolia
 ★ Aaryaman Anand
  Alexander Antemia Di Vito
 ★ Seif Ossamah Aqqad
 ★ Trystan Hart Aranton
  Ahmad Massih Arif
 ★ Annina Ashok
 ★ Wai Fung Au
 ★ Julia Lynne Azzi
 ★ Michelle Barabasz
  Michael Bartakovic
 ★ Michelle Elisabeth Bede
 ★ Paige Mackenzie Bell
 ★ Kamea Alexandria Bellows
 ★ Haici Bian
 ★ Athena Aurea Boicescu
  Adam Malik Bond
 ★ Lillian Riley Boyd Bell
 ★ Emily Lyn Brown
  Patricia Francesca Brutto
 ★ Zacharia Adrian Burrafato
 ★ Bogdan Constantin Cada
  Anton Luis Canaon
  David Robert Candy
 ★ Hanwen Cao
 ★ Maia Olivia Cassidy
 ★ Ishpreet Chana
 ★ Kevina Chavda
  Ceyu Chen
 ★ Jiaqian Chen
 ★ Justin Chen
 ★ Nicholas Richard Ikai Chen
 ★ Qiaochu Chen
 ★ Rena Wei Ling Chen
  Siyu Chen
 ★ Yanda Chen
 ★ Jeeven Singh Chhoker
  Hannah Susan Christie
 ★ Lucas Paulo Chu
 ★ Mary Chu
 ★ Cynthia Chung
  Jaime Alison Ciere
 ★ Jacob Addison Clyde
  Isaac Thomas Codarin
  Marko Crkvenjas
 ★ Veronica Leyao Cui
 ★ Catherine Amaral Curvelo
 ★ Cleon D’Souza
  Aashi Saquib Dalvi

 ★ Jiahe Deng
 ★ Garrett Baine Des Vignes
 ★ Rahim Dhalla
  Nyah Jade Dhillon
  Olivia Maria Di Biase
 ★ Adrianna Maria Diab
  Haoxi Ding
 ★ Yiwen Ding
  Don Do
 ★ Nicholas George Doulis
 ★ Connor James Drew
 ★ Larysa Duda
 ★ Eline El-Awad Gonzalez
 ★ Kirsten Elizabeth Entz
  Shahab Farhangfar
  Xiaoyu Fei
 ★ Tania Raquel Freitas Ferreira
  Tyler Gregory Flake
  Adam James Fortier
  Alexandra Aria Foster
  Carmine Anthony Francella
 ★ Henry Jacob Miller Gage
 ★ Wei Hong Gan
 ★ Shuo Gao
 ★ Xiaotian Gao
  Marzuk Abrar Gazi
  Yantong Ge
 ★ Adam Robert Stanzlik Gee
 ★ Claire Gillespie
 ★ Riley Douglas Gilmour
 ★ Taren Elizabeth Buddle Ginter
  Gregory Donaldson Glen
  Noah Daniel Godfrey
 ★ Emily Claire Golding
 ★ MingJie Gong
  Madison Jade Grant
 ★ Tanjot Kaur Grewal
 ★ Xinyi Gu
 ★ Baichen Guan
  Huaiwen Guan
 ★ Jingyu Guan
  Yonghua Guan
  Nirujan Gunanesan
 ★ Bochen Guo
 ★ Graham Stuart Hamel
  Yuxuan Hang
  Aoife Elizabeth Hawthorne
  Haoyang He
  Yifei He
  Alberto Orestes Herrera Horta
 ★ Samini Dinoda Hewa 

Ranchigoda Kank

  Lauren Grace Hicks
 ★ Mark Alexander Hildebrandt
  Jack Hinde
 ★ Madison Abigail Hobson
 ★ Lydia Rose Hodgins
 ★ Joseph Hofmann
 ★ Ruiyang Hong
 ★ Matthew How-Chun-Lun
 ★ Hanyue Hu
 ★ Jiaxi Hu
 ★ Chengyu Huang
  Haojun Huang
  Huihuang Huang
 ★ Xianxuan Huang
  Xufei Huang
 ★ Yichen Huang
  Zhaowei Huang
  Malaika Hussain
 ★ Saleh Mohamed Ibrahim
 ★ Emily Rose Truecillia Jacobsen
 ★ Naman Jain
 ★ Panteha Jamshidian
 ★ Dejan Jandrieski
  Mingye Jiang
  Xiahaonan Jiang
 ★ Kristen John
 ★ Hanwen Ju
  Luis Javier Juarez Zarate
  Sameera Shezad Kachwalla
  Natalia Valerie Kalinina
 ★ Kaitlyn Emma Keatley
  Wajeeh Atiq Khan
  Varun Jonathan Kitson
 ★ Onjoli Krywiak
 ★ Dima Kukje Zada
 ★ Natalie Kwong
 ★ Josephine Barbara La Macchia
 ★ Griffin James LaChapelle
 ★ Walter Le
  Eunice Lee
  Eunjae Lee
  Joseph Lee
 ★ Aojie Li
 ★ Haonan Li
 ★ Jiatong Li
 ★ Jiaying Li
 ★ Lingjing Li
  Renjie Li
 ★ Siyan Li
 ★ Xintong Li
 ★ Yanbing Li
 ★ Yaojia Li

 ★ Angela Liang
 ★ Mengfei Liang
  Yuqi Liang
 ★ Hanwen Ling
 ★ Chengwei Liu
  Hongchen Liu
 ★ Jingjing Liu
  Juntian Liu
 ★ Yue Liu
 ★ Aniello Michelangelo Lombardi
  Rui Long
  Jack Bennett Longwell
 ★ Alana Lopes
  Mingqian Lu
  Siyi Lu
  Xiaohan Lu
  Zhexuan Lu
 ★ Xuetong Luo
 ★ Xiangyu Lyu
  Fanqing Ma
  Xiaoqi Ma
  Connor James MacPherson
 ★ Lamees Mohammed Osman 

Magzoub Abdelrahman
 ★ Md Riaz Mahmud
 ★ Vaibhavi Vijay Marathe
 ★ Chantelle Kathleen Marshall
 ★ Vanessa Isabelle Martinez
 ★ Dia Alegria Martinez Gracey
  Shiraz Chantal Masliah
 ★ Madison Carmen Marie McKellar
 ★ Jessie Cockburn Meanwell
 ★ Jay Dilipkumar Mehta
 ★ Lourd Melki
 ★ Sitong Meng
  Madeline Susan Michie
  Soliana Minassie
  Ritwik Mitra
 ★ Eashan Monga
 ★ Andre Michel Liedtke Morin
 ★ Angela Natalie Moskal
 ★ Norah Abdullah 

Mohammed Muqbel
  Tasnem Adil-Abbas Musa
  Dechsit Naetsawan
 ★ Xiaomai Ni
 ★ Cole Christian Nickason
  Karnbir Singh Nijjar
 ★ Chelsea Desirae Niles
 ★ Sarah Anne Nolan
  Mihir Hitesh Panara
  Rashmi Panse

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



6. Sciences

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

 ★ Saebom Park
 ★ Prem Patel
 ★ Elisabeth Patrascu
  Li Peng
 ★ Eric Lorne Pettipiece
  Sithila Shanuka Premnath
 ★ Ryan Mario Primdahl
  Jiangnan Qin
  Qingpeng Qiu
 ★ Rasa Yang Rahnema
  Arshika Rajeswaran
 ★ Shania Deokie Ramharrack-

Maharaj
 ★ Megan Grace Reinsma
 ★ Yi Fei Ren
 ★ Zhihui Ren
  Kyle Andrew Rowbotham
 ★ Aanika Roy
 ★ Bohan Ruan
 ★ Roxana Ruiz Arduengo
 ★ Andrew Thomas Rushton
 ★ Aman Kaur Sandhu
 ★ Anja Sophia Babette Schouten
 ★ Alexander Cameron Seguin
 ★ Na-Yung Seoh
 ★ Mingqin Sha
 ★ Lindsay Dawn Sheardown
  Boya Shen
 ★ Yue Shen
  Jian Shi
 ★ Liu Shi
  Zhenhao Shi
 ★ Ziyi Shi
  Caipeng Shu
 ★ Pranav Nandan Singh

 ★ Jayin Sivarchaka
 ★ Thomas Laurence Smith
 ★ Alexa Anna Sochaniwsky
  Baljit Sohi
 ★ Younis Mohamad Soltan
  Jiaxin Song
 ★ Qilin Su
  Yueqian Sun
 ★ Rosalie Frances Bryan Swenor
  Simran Satish Talawdekar
  Junze Tan
 ★ Yiren Tan
  Gabriella Maria Tang
 ★ Hoang Lan Tang
  Gabriella Tankel
 ★ Sam Tcherner
  Shlok Reddy Tekulapalli
  Thomas Todd
 ★ Thi Yen Nhi Tran
 ★ David Ryan Tyler
 ★ Nikhil Krishan Uppal
  Megan Ruth Urchik
  Umaima Usman
 ★ Brett Patrick Van Bakel
 ★ Alexander Quintin Verbeem
 ★ Ravi Chandra Verma
 ★ Paawan Virdi
 ★ Manraj Singh Virk
 ★ Yi Wan
  Chenyu Wang
 ★ Jianan Wang
  Jiaqi Wang
  Jingxuan Wang
 ★ Jonathan Tien-Hui Wang
  Kunlun Wang

 ★ Longxin Wang
 ★ Ruoting Wang
 ★ Simiao Wang
  Xiang Wang
  Xiang Yu Wang
  Xichuan Wang
  Zewei Wang
  Zhiwei Wang
  Yiming Weng
 ★ Clark Jackson White
 ★ Ethan Dewan Wilson
 ★ Danielle Winckler
 ★ Hol Yin Chloe Wu
 ★ Ruotong Wu
 ★ Veronica Wu
  Yuqing Wu
 ★ Zhiman Wu
  Ziqi Xia
  Cheng Xiang
  Gang Xiao
 ★ Tingzhen Xiao
 ★ Yuxin Xiao
  Yuxuan Xiao
 ★ Peisheng Xie
 ★ Ruoshan Xin
  Hao Xing
 ★ Hainan Xu
 ★ Penghao Xu
 ★ Rui Xu
 ★ Sameer Yachouh
 ★ Chenyu Yan
 ★ Jiayue Yan
  Hao Yang
  Lin Yang
 ★ Linshuo Yang

 ★ Yuxin Yang
 ★ Xinyi Yao
 ★ Michelle Grace Yap
 ★ Qianchi Ye
  Justin Yeung
  Hongming Yin
  Siyu Yin
 ★ Xingjian Yin
 ★ Chenqi You
 ★ Yifei Yu
  Cheng Yuan
 ★ Gavin Man-Hei Yuen
  Lauren Grace Zanini
  Sarah Leyla Zanzana
 ★ Wenshi Zeng
 ★ Hexuan Zhang
 ★ Tianning Zhang
  Yitong Zhang
 ★ Zheng Zhang
  Zhoujie Zhang
  Zihan Doris Zhang
  Anqi Zheng
  Dongjie Zheng
 ★ Jiaying Zheng
 ★ Miao Zheng
 ★ Yazhao Zhou
 ★ Zheng Fu Zhou
  Linglu Zhu
  Longyu Zhu
  Wenjie Zhu
 ★ Xuanrun Zhu
 ★ Yaoxiong Zhu
  Ruonan Zhuo

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
  Elizabeth Baranovska
  Oishee Ghosh
  Yuming Gu
  Trinity Joan Hoffer

  Mengxuan Li
  Kishanthini Mangaleswaran
  Yasmina Moumne

  Ruthanne Rose Parkes
 ★ Ethan Gabriel Napenas Saldana
  Pu Sun

  Yibo Wang
 ★ Kevin Heda Zhao

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)BACHELOR OF MEDICAL RADIATION SCIENCES
 ★ Fayrouz Akram Abdelaal
  Yusur Ahmed Al Aboosi
 ★ Yousif Al Naser
 ★ Muhammad Arish Alam
 ★ Shareefa Ali
 ★ Marissa Maya Amaradhasa
 ★ Trisanne Anthonipillai
 ★ Sara Margaret Ash
 ★ Ian Hei Chun Chan
  Serine Chan
 ★ Katelyn Amber Chung
 ★ Erica Concueno
  Elyse Hana Croteau
 ★ Jiaxun Dai
  Simrit Kaur Dhaliwal
 ★ Isabella Alyssa Di Loreto
  Annam Diab
 ★ Laura Nicole Elgersma
 ★ Alexandria Marie Elijah
 ★ Safoora Mohamed Fahim
 ★ Noor Farhan
 ★ Sarah Dana Fewer
  Kennedy Reise Elizabeth Fountain
 ★ Lauren Alexis Gibb
  Zorawar Singh Gill

 ★ Katherine Anna Gormley
 ★ Jennifer Guan
  Kaiyuan Guan
  Habiba Mohamed Hamed
 ★ Sarah Grace Hamilton
 ★ Rokya Harun
 ★ Miguel Hipolito
  Aaron Hoang
 ★ Angelica Meixue Hoang
 ★ Alyssa Helen Marie Hogeveen
 ★ Brina Marie Hudson
  Thievia Jeyachandran
  Aden Grace Johnson
 ★ Leila Hazem Kawach
 ★ Tess Helena Keddie
 ★ Mason Faith Kempa
 ★ Amrit Kaur Kharodh
 ★ Chaehyon Kim
  Erika Cassandra King Lawrence
 ★ Jiaqi Kou
 ★ Aritha Krishnamoorthy
 ★ Samantha Lee Lacarte
  Chelsea Dawn Latter
 ★ Helen An Khanh Le
 ★ Runze Li

 ★ Lydia Sunny Lin
 ★ Katelyn Amanda Luker
  Jingyan Luo
 ★ Ying Lin Luo
  Pamela Anna Luzny
 ★ Kelsie Grace MacDonald
  Susan Eileen MacIver
 ★ Aaisha Malik
 ★ Maddison Sinclair Marshall
 ★ Erin Justine McGregor
 ★ Ann Marie Sharol McMullen
 ★ Saartu Fatuma Mohammed
 ★ Gunreet Kaur Mundi
  Jawad Ali Nahle
  Victoria Nezezon
 ★ Madalyn Noelle Noonan
  Jillian Claire Paradoski
 ★ Rutvi Kartikkumar Patel
  Esther Pereira
 ★ Fatima Qahtan
  Danny Quach
  Hyewon Ra
 ★ Amina Rana
 ★ Raghavy Ranganathan
  Anum Rehman

 ★ Samantha Resendes
 ★ Christine Elizabeth Rossi
 ★ Hyeonsu Ryu
  Chirag Sarin
 ★ Iman Sarwar
 ★ Isleen Kaur Sekhon
  Vanessa Paige Smith
 ★ Samantha Winona Snyder
  Adreanna Cristina Spooner
 ★ Chloe Erica Stuart
 ★ Houjie Sun
 ★ Rebecca Szugyi
  Helly Tiwari
 ★ Jasleen Kaur Uppal
 ★ Saranya Uthayanan
 ★ Madeline Vanessa Vaarsi
 ★ Beth Erin Van Sydenborgh
 ★ Dianne Rebecca Villaroman
  Jamie Vong
  Andrew Werdina
  Dayna Grace Wilkinson
 ★ Karen Ka Lam Wong
 ★ Ornella Yako
  Dua Zehra Zaidi
 ★ Madison Malynne Zandee

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



Programs and diplomas designed and produced in partnership with:  

Meet your friends and family in the Hamilton Convention 
Centre after the ceremony for more photo opportunities. 

Don’t forget to use 
#MacGrad2023 on 

all your posts!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023!

Frame your achievement 

Visit us in the main lobby for a wide selection of offi cial 
McMaster University degree frames*, crested giftware 
and limited-edition merchandise. Complimentary degree 

framing services available for all frame purchases.  
 

* Web order pickup available in Wentworth Room A at the Hamilton Convention Centre. 


