
Convocation
for the Class of 2023

Chancellor 
Santee Smith 

BA (Hons), BA, MA 
 

President and Vice-Chancellor 
David Farrar 

BSc, MSc, PhD 

McMaster University recognizes and acknowledges that we meet today on the 
traditional territories of the Mississauga and Haudenosaunee nations within 

the lands protected by the Dish With One Spoon wampum agreement.

Presiding

FirstOntario Concert Hall

May 24, 25 and June 12 to 16, 2023



Honorary Degrees & Valedictorians

Learn more about the Honorary Degree recipients, award winners and 
valedictorians by visiting registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2023 

School of Nursing
Wednesday, May 24, 2023  

626th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Convocation Address  
Pat Mandy, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address 
Salwa Siddiqui

Faculty of Health Sciences
Thursday, May 25, 2023   

627th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

  The Convocation Address  
Hendricus Gerard Schmidt, Doctor of 

Science

The Valedictory Address 
Muhammad Taaha Hassan

Faculty of Humanities and 
the Arts & Science Program

Monday, June 12, 2023

628th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

The Convocation Address 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Doctor of Laws  

The Valedictory Address  
Akosua Asafu-Adjaye

Faculty of Engineering
Tuesday, June 13, 2023  

629th Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:   

The Convocation Address  
Kimberly Woodhouse, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
George Fares

630th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:

The Convocation Address  
Howard Ketelson, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Rebecca Di Vincenzo

Faculty of Social Science
Wednesday, June 14, 2023  

 631st Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:  

The Convocation Address 
Wanda Thomas Bernard, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address   
Salsa Sarhan

632nd Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:  

The Convocation Address
Andy Knight, Doctor of Laws

The Valedictory Address
Elizabeth Wong

Faculty of Science
Thursday, June 15, 2023    

633rd Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Verena Tunnicliffe, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Meghan Nemeth

634th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Fredrick Moyes, Doctor of Letters

The Valedictory Address 
Amal Khan

635th Convocation Ceremony at 7:00 p.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Annette Lee, Doctor of Science

The Valedictory Address 
Taren Ginter

DeGroote School of Business
Friday, June 16, 2023    

636th Convocation Ceremony at 9:30 a.m:    

The Convocation Address 
Paul Douglas, Doctor of Laws    

The Valedictory Address 
Laura Coelho    

637th Convocation Ceremony at 2:30 p.m:    

The Valedictory Address  
Shweta Sapra



Order of Exercises 

The Graduand Procession 

The Academic Procession 

The Chancellor’s Procession 

Opening Remarks

The Chancellor’s Opening Remarks & 

Thanksgiving Address

Faculty Address

The Conferring of Honorary Degrees  

The Convocation Address 

The Conferring of Degrees In-Course 

The Presentation of the Graduates 

The Valedictory Address 

Awards of the 2022-23 Session 

Alumni Message 

President’s Address 

The National Anthem 

Convocation ceremonies will be recorded, broadcasted live, 
and archived at  registrar.mcmaster.ca/grad/webcast/

Session Awards

The Chancellor’s Gold Medal

The Chancellor’s Gold Medal is one of McMaster 
University’s most prestigious awards. Established in 1938 

by Dr. Howard Whidden, the Chancellor’s Gold Medal 
honours a student who ranks highest in scholarship, 

leadership and infl uence.

Each year McMaster University awards one 
undergraduate student in their last year of study with this 
award. It acknowledges and celebrates their dedication 

to academics, leadership and culture.

The Governor General’s Academic Medal 

The Governor General’s Academic Medal is one of 
the most prestigious awards a student in Canada can 
receive. Established in 1873, this honour recognizes 

exceptional academic achievement at the high-school, 
collegiate, undergraduate and graduate levels.

Each year, McMaster University awards just two 
Governor General’s Silver Medals to the students at the 

university who have achieved the highest academic 
standing at the undergraduate level. Earning this 

accolade not only places this year’s recipients among the 
top students to graduate from McMaster; it places them 

among the top students in Canada.

President’s Award of Excellence in Student Leadership 

The President’s Award of Excellence in Student 
Leadership acknowledges the contributions made by 
students who play a signifi cant role in improving and 

developing the intellectual, social, and/or cultural fabric 
of the McMaster community.

President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Teaching and Learning  

The President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Teaching and Learning is granted to those educators 

who, through innovation and commitment, have 
signifi cantly enhanced the quality of their students’ 

learning experience. 



4. Business

TITLE (CONTINUED...)

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE

HONOURS

 ★ Karen Maged Ramez Abdelmesih
 ★ Salma Abu Hattab
  Alyssa Ada Antonietta Aceti
  Aditya Avinash Advani
  Muhammad Ahmad
  Aaron Mohammed Ahmed
  Labiba Ahmed
  Mohammed Raza Ahmed
 ★ Lubna Osama Ali Al-Omari
  Oluwatimilehin Favor Aladesua
  Liyan Alkukhun
  Oscar James Andrzejczuk
  Alexei Nicholas Autencio
  Mahad Awais
  Faizan Azam
  Yuanchen Ba
  Celine Tayla Balgobin
  Manjyot Kaur Bansal
 ★ Pravjit Basra
  Avneet Kaur Bassi
  Kiran Bassi
  Nushrat Jahan Begum
  Joshua Berhane
  Aviva Bhardwaj
 ★ Dhruv Jairam Bhasin
  John Thomas Bishop-Dove
  Himanshu Vibhat Bissoonauth
  Gabriella Ivana Bockaj
 ★ Brandon James Oren Bond
 ★ Kelly Brinke
  Robert Cole Brown
  Evan Andrew Bryan
  Sheik Mohammad Burkutoola
 ★ Leyi Cai
 ★ Miao Cai
  Jonathon Rocco Caivano
  Siyu Cao
 ★ Yixuan Cao
  Yuan Cao
  Irving Harold Casabon-Sosa
  William Anthony George Cassar
  Ryan James Caulfeild
  Maureen Chafshino
  Lin Chai
  Hiu Shan Athena Chan
  Sum Yee Chan
  Kirishan Chandran
  Sachman Chatha
 ★ Reeva Chaudhary
  Zhenming Che
 ★ Guanxiao Chen

  Guohui Chen
  Jiacheng Chen
 ★ Jiaxi Chen
  Jiayin Chen
  Kecheng Chen
 ★ Lumin Chen
  Xiaofei Chen
 ★ Xu Chen
 ★ Tsz Tung Cheung
 ★ Amelia Yerim Choi
 ★ Kashvi Vishal Chotai
  Daniel Haiye Chow
  Ethan Nicholas Chow
  Sahib Jot Chudhey
  Adam Joseph Ciccolini
  Johannes Nicholas Cilliers
  Kirsten Grace Clark
  Teagan Paul Martens Clark
 ★ Benjamin Leslie Clement
 ★ Laura Cornelio Coelho
 ★ Megan Elizabeth Comlekcier
  Ryan Kevin Conklin-Bric
  Nicolas Buenaventura Consens
  Samuel Seymour Coons
 ★ Mario Angelo Cordiano
  Jacob Michael Corvese
  Lauryn Suzanne Cote
  Wei Cui
  Roman Michael Czupiel
  Chengyue Dai
 ★ Wei Dai
  Kanishka Dalwadi
  Yang Dan
  Smrithi Anna Daniel
  Taras Datsko
  Christian Davies
  Paige Leanne Davis
  Michael David Della Valle
  Amanda Gabriela Dellio-Portieles
  Luke Owen Delorenzis
  Sawyer Graham Desmarais
  Luvpreet Dhaliwal
  Qili Di
 ★ Dylan Thomas Difabio
  Jessica Doan Nguyen
  Trent Joseph Easton
  Daniel Ebrahimpour
  Nicole Suzanne Eddie
 ★ Ahmed Amr Aly El-Aawar
  Adam El Azarifi
  Mallak Mohamed El Berougy

 ★ Jonathan Elder
 ★ Salma Sherif Mohamed Elmaddah
  Eden Priyanka Emmanuel
  Kirstian Esho
  Alexandro Omar Estrada-Polo
  Robert Paul Faber
 ★ Jack Ronald Jordan Fairs
 ★ Katherine Ga-Yin Fan
  Huicun Fang
 ★ Yuan Fang
  Reda Farrukh
 ★ Yueyao Feng
  Bennett Scott Ferreira
  Marisa Ficaro
  Noah Jacob Trevor Finkle
  Ethan David Flanagan
 ★ Marina Angelina Floris
  Maxwell Mark Forbes
  Bahman Forouzanfar
  Francesco Fortino
 ★ Caroline Sarah Frankiewicz
  Baichuan Fu
  Tiantian Fu
  Yi Gai
  Tavia Mackenzie Gairns
  Ava Marianna Gajewski
  Zhengyuan Gao
  Beza Getachew
  Lauren Elizabeth Gifford
  Savraj Gill
 ★ Taeyeon Gim
  Yeuk Lam Go
  Kangning Gong
  Carleigh Nicola Gorrigsen
 ★ Jack David Grant
 ★ William Avery Grover
  Pengfei Gu
  Qiming Gu
  Cassandra Teresa Gubekjian
  Cameron Charles Guest
  Komal Gulati
 ★ Aiqun Guo
  Jia Guo
  Benjamin Hendrik Rhythm 

Hagedoorn
  Fasiha Batool Haidry
 ★ Noah James Hallman
  Jaincelle Choi Ham
  Mussa Bilal Hamade
  Benjamin Tjitze Hamilton
 ★ Xinyu Han

 ★ Erik Allan Hanna
  Xueqi Hao
 ★ Yahui Hao
 ★ Justin Peter Harmanescu
  Harir Hatam
 ★ Suyang He
  Justin Lee Hicks
 ★ Brandon Ho
  Ziyan Hong
  Ethan Joseph Hope
 ★ Rachel Ai Li How Tein Fat
  Jingyi Hu
  Ke Hu
  Longshan Hu
 ★ Yubing Hua
 ★ Rui Huang
  Tianjiao Huang
  Jiedong Huo
 ★ Jacqui Janet Hutchison
  Emma Elisabeth I’Anson
 ★ Hassan Saeed Imran
  Maaz Ingar
  Andrew Ionescu
  Sadiya Islam
  Robert Ivanovic
  Tala Wissam Jaafar Sannan
 ★ Krstina Jancic
  Nivis Jeevakumaran
  Hariesh Jeevarajah
  Alan Jia
  Luoxing Jiang
 ★ Shan Jiang
  Zhitao Jiang
 ★ Minxi Jin
  Zehui Jin
  Vishal Joshi
  Angelina Jurcic
  Tariq Zaid Jurji
 ★ Ajey Kamalanathan
  Aryan Kamath
  Aliasger Karimjee
  Krish Kashyap
  Tirath Kaur
 ★ Noor Muhammad Kausim
  Biethel Biniam Keflu
  Bilal Ziyad Khaleel Khaleel
  Furqan Mahmood Khan
  Mahir Khan
  Kayla Kembo Kifumbi
  Zachary Richard Kirk
  Christian Rafal Kusinski

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
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TITLE (CONTINUED...)
  Julienna Sarah Kwong
 ★ Melani Kyprianou
  Dylan Ghayan Lai
 ★ Tina Lam
  Tianfeng Lan
  Cameron Joseph Landry
  Dominic Laskowski
 ★ Benjamin Michael Stanley Laxton
  Andrea Mary Lay
  Denise Le
  Nhi Nguyen Y Le
  Nicholas Lee
 ★ Dylan Alderic Legere
  Ariana Leon
  Diego Alejandro Leon Torres
  Thorn Leung
  Bohao Li
  Haiyao Li
  Hanying Li
 ★ Hui Li
  Jingting Li
 ★ Kexin Li
  Mengyan Li
  Mingshi Li
  Sirui Li
 ★ Xiang Li
 ★ Xin Li
 ★ Xinli Li
  Yiling Li
 ★ Yuqing Li
  Zheng Xi Li
 ★ Jie Lian
 ★ Alexander Lin
  Benson Lin
  Wenjun Lin
  Yujia Lin
  Sona Linson
  Joseph Alfredo Campitelli Lisi
 ★ Shi Liu
  Tongyu Liu
 ★ Xinrui Liu
  Xinyi Liu
 ★ Xinyu Liu
  Yuanyu Liu
  Arsalan Naveed Lodhi
 ★ Michael Anthony Long
  Daoming Lu
  Minghao Lu
  Youxing Lu
  Yuxin Lu
 ★ Alexandra Lunt
 ★ Haixing Luo
  Joanne Luong
  Ding Ma
 ★ Abraham James Maan
 ★ Brett Davis MacDonald
  Danielle Lynn MacDougall

  Evan James Henry Macgowan
 ★ Darin Phonning Mah
  Aryaman Maheshwari
  Patrick James Maloney
  Hannah Raquel Mamann
  Kamilla Mammadova
  Robert Ennio Maniccia
  Marisa Manichan
  Olivia Katherine Manning
 ★ Hankai Mao
  Christian Anthony Marangoni
  Micheal Howard Marshall
  Mario Andres Martinez Luebbert
  Karina Yogeeta Matadin
  Helen Christina Matsialko
  Zachary McFarlane
 ★ Yostina Megally
  Tanvi Mehta
  James Vincent Melzer
  Natalie Jessica Maria Metzing
  Zhiqi Miao
 ★ Yuliana Milevskaya
  Ethan Lloyd Allan Miller
  Veronica Ann Mohan
  March Juelle Molina
  Alyssa Jamie Mondero
 ★ Michael Montagnese
 ★ Connor Mallen Moore
 ★ Meaghan Yuriko Moore
  Yousuf Morsi Ellithy
  William John Lawrence 

Alexander Mott
  Graydon Rudy Moyer
 ★ Nyashadzashe Cyril 

Thamusanqa Mpofu
  Qinyao Nan
  Zoya Naraine
  Favour Fomonyuy Ngah
 ★ Maria Nguyen
 ★ Rachel Anne Noonan
  Calen Matthew Moore Noronha
  Lindsay Hannah Marie Noronha
  Taylor Scott O’Brien
  McKenna Ryan O’Donnell
  Lachlan Anthony O’Hara
  Osarumwense Eric Ogbomo
  Sarah Mahmoud Oleiche
  Andrew James Olesinski
  Hussein Omar Omarkayed
 ★ Nicole Paczkowski
  Rajan Singh Pahal
  Keywan Panahandeh
  Daniel Gabriel Paniccia
  Dominic Papalia
 ★ Krupa Mansukhbhai Patel
  Namira Pathan
 ★ Jiayue Peng

  Zhekai Peng
  Nicholas Robert Petrungaro
 ★ Karmanjeet Phangura
  David William Hardy Phillips
  Laryssa Marie Pichocki
 ★ Alexander Poanteleimon 

Lawro Pidzamecky
  Kirsten Adora Plummer
  Angela Lucija Ponikvar
  Ryan William Pope
  Nethisha Prakash
  Thurkah Premakumar
  Kyle Gordon David Price
 ★ Daniel Christian Pulsone
  Sonal Puri
 ★ Jianing Kira Qian
 ★ Siting Qian
  Zhi Qie
  Tian Qin
  Junjie Qiu
  Zixuan Qiu
  Reijohn Rabe
  Robert Mario Joseph Radovini
  Brendalynn Rajkumar
 ★ Justin Matthew Raposo
  Nicholas Joseph Raposo
  Iakta Rehal
 ★ Robert William Reid
  Evan Paul Riddles
  Henry Jose Rivas
  Qasim Mehdi Rizvi
  Brooklyn Kaylee Roach
 ★ William James Robinson 

Crossland
  Owen David Romano
  Matthew Dwayne Rosenberg
  Michael Franco Rozario
  Arun Sabharwal
  Maron Sadiq
  Abdullah Sagheer
  Neil Argha Saha
  May Samaan
  Tabitha Sampson
  Vanessa Grace Santamaria
  Antonio Jose Sarno Leotaud
  Saayna Saxena
 ★ Cameron Murray Schoffro
  Stephanie Mae Schueler
  Matthew Lee Scordino
  Jasin Singh Sekhon
  Sajithan Selvakumar
  Isabella Alessia Serafim
  Pascal Serrentino
  Yehia Ahmed Shaarawy
  Marc Joseph Shannon
  Chuang Shao
  Hanze She

  Mahd Masood Sheikh
 ★ Zeyang Shen
  Chenyan Shi
  Ruoyu Shi
  Ying Shi
  Richard Junho Shin
  Nabihah Siddiqui
  Volodymyr Sidey Sidey
  Aman Singh
  Abirami Sivakumar
  Madisyn Smith
  Chiyu Song
  Miao Song
 ★ Yiyun Song
 ★ Aidan Michael Sprickerhoff
  Satish Raymond Sriragavan
  Emily Krystyna Stasiuk
 ★ Caitlyn Claire Stiller
  Willow Beach Stott
  Sebastian Elijah Stricker
  Hailun Sun
  Tong Sun
  Yixuan Sun
  Pratul Suresh
 ★ Stephanie Lynn Tabakos
 ★ Wenhao Tang
 ★ Muhammad Abeer Tariq
  Wenxin Tian
  Yu Tong
  Amina Toor
 ★ Alina Usova
  Jaden Andrews Vallentin
 ★ Audrey Lynn Van Den Enden
  Ciandra Leigh Amon Velo
  Cole Donald Walker
  Boyu Wang
  Chen Wang
  Chenfei Wang
  Jiayi Wang
  Lingxiao Wang
  Miaohan Wang
 ★ Shiyu Wang
  Wenxuan Wang
  Xinwei Wang
  Zhaoyuan Wang
 ★ Zhenlin Wang
  Amna Wasim
 ★ Mitchell Ian Robert Watt
  Vanessa Paige Webb
  Xichen Wei
 ★ Yasi Wen
 ★ Jamie Fiona White
 ★ Stephanie Nicole Wilson
 ★ Choi Man Wong
  Megan Doris Wong
 ★ Wynette Winyee Wong
  Nicholas Matthew Woo

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



6. Business

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 
‡ Degree Awarded Posthumously

 ★ Feiyi Wu
  Jiayi Wu
  Xinjie Wu
  Zhuohang Wu
 ★ Xin Xia
 ★ Feiran Xiang
 ★ Lewei Xiao
 ★ Yue Xiao
  Mingze Xie
  Haoxuan Xu
  Mengying Xu
  Rongchen Xu
  Sheng Xu
 ★ Yihan Xu
  Ying Xu
  Yuyi Xu
  Jiahui Xue
 ★ Yan Yan
  Guowei Yang
  Haige Yang
  Meiqi Yang

 ★ Michelle Betty Yang
 ★ Xinyi Yang
  Yang Yang
  Yilong Yang
  Yixiao Yang
  Yushan Yang
  Qindian Yao
  Huiqi Ye
 ★ Mingheng Ye
 ★ Qingrong Yi
  Norris Yim
  Kaicheng Yin
  Virthun Yogarajah
  Noelle Ashley Young
 ★ Rachel Savana Young
  Victoria Roslyn Young
  Jingnan Yu
 ★ Lu Yuan
  Yui Zakharchuk
 ★ Jawad Elham Zaman
  Yiwei Zeng

 ★ Zihan Zhai
 ★ Xinqi Zhan
 ★ Boyan Zhang
  Boye Zhang
  Cong Zhang
  Errong Zhang
 ★ Haoyuan Zhang
  Jiwen Zhang
 ★ Mengtong Zhang
 ★ Qilin Zhang
  Shaozong Zhang
 ★ Siyu Zhang
  Siyun Zhang
  Xiaoke Zhang
 ★ Xinyu Zhang
  Xiyue Zhang
  Yinrun Zhang
 ★ Yue Zhang
  Zhengxin Zhang
 ★ Zhirui Zhang
 ★ Yu Zhao

 ★ Zhe Zhao
 ★ Zhiying Zhao
  Xinghui Zheng
  Miaole Zhi
 ★ Chenxi Zhou
 ★ Jingtong Zhou
 ★ Lijia Zhou
  Xiuqi Zhou
  Anqi Zhu
  Bohui Zhu
 ★ Ruiyang Zhu
  Weifeng Zhu
  Weiwei Zhu
 ★ Yuchen Zhu
  Zhiyuan Zhu
 ★ Zixuan Zhu
  Nizar Fadi Zibdeh
 ★ Joode Zubeidi

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE
  Christian Alberelli
  Jack David Bordignon
  Mitashna Dhiman
  Nicole Taylor Piersanti

★ with distinction (achievement of a minimum Grade Point Average of 9.5/12) 



Programs and diplomas designed and produced in partnership with:  

Meet your friends and family in the Hamilton Convention 
Centre after the ceremony for more photo opportunities. 

Don’t forget to use 
#MacGrad2023 on 

all your posts!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023!

Frame your achievement 

Visit us in the main lobby for a wide selection of offi cial 
McMaster University degree frames*, crested giftware 
and limited-edition merchandise. Complimentary degree 

framing services available for all frame purchases.  
 

* Web order pickup available in Wentworth Room A at the Hamilton Convention Centre. 




