


International Baccalaureate 
Admission Requirements
General Requirements
n	Students  may  p resent  a  fu l l  IB  d ip loma or  a 

combinat ion  o f  IB  courses  ( ce r t i f i ca te )  and  12  U/M’s 
(o r  equ iva lent )

n	For  the  purposes  o f  both  admiss ion  and  res idence 
s ing le -bed  guarantee ,  app l i cants  who present  both 
percentage  g rade  equ iva lents  and  I .B .  p red ic ted  scores 
wi l l  be  eva luated  so le ly  on  the i r  percentage  g rades , 
un less  they  make  a  wr i t ten  request  to  have  the i r  I .B . 
p red ic ted  scores  assessed  (dead l ine :  May  1 ,  2009 )

n	Complet ion  o f  the  Ontar io  Secondary  Schoo l  D ip loma 
(o r  equ iva lent )  i s  requ i red  fo r  admiss ion

n	Prerequ is i te  courses  may  be  p resented  a t  e i ther  the 
H igher  o r  S tandard  leve l

n	Dip loma po in ts  wi l l  be  inc luded  in  the  ca lcu la t ion  o f 
the  score

n	Students  may  request  to  be  eva luated  fo r  advanced 
c red i t  o f  up  to  18  un i ts  fo r  completed  H igher  leve l 
courses  wi th  a  min imum score  o f  5 ,  a t  the  d isc re t ion 
o f  the  Facu l ty

n	See Ontar io  Requ i rements  Char t  fo r  in fo rmat ion 
regard ing  supp lementary  app l i ca t ions  and  course 
requ i rements
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Program Anticipated Minimum Score*

Arts & Science 34

Business 30-32

Computer Science 28-29

Engineering 30-31

Environmental & Earth Sciences 28-29

Health Sciences 36

Humanities 28-29

Integrated Science 33-35

Kinesiology 32-34

Life Sciences 31-33

Mathematics & Statistics 28-29

Medical Radiation Sciences 31-33

Midwifery 30

Music 28

Nursing 32-34

Physical Sciences 28-29

Social Sciences 28-29

Technology I 28-29

*Higher score may be required.
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(reg is t ra r.mcmaster.ca/ fu tu re/eng l i .h tm)

IB Scholarship Equivalents

95%+ 40+*

90-94.99% 36-39*

85-89.99% 33-35*

80-84.99% 30-32*
*Includes diploma points; for scholarship purposes, students presenting both 
percentage grades and I.B. scores must request to have their final I.B. scores 
reviewed (deadline: August 31).

Test Minimum Score
TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) IBT: 86 overall with a minimum score of 20 in each of the four components 

(Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening)

COPE (Certificate of Proficiency in English) 86 Overall with 32 in writing and 22 in both listening and reading

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) 6.5 Overall

MELAB (Michigan English Language Battery) 85 Overall

CAEL (Carleton Academic English Language Assessment) 70 Overall

Summer School/ Night School/ 
Correspondence
McMaster does not distinguish among coursework taken 

through regular day school, night school, summer school 

or correspondence. All grades are accepted as reported. 

However, students should be aware that grades submitted to 

the University after May, 2009 may be too late for either an 

offer of admission (for September, 2009), or to be used to 

meet conditions of an offer of admission.

Repeated Courses	
McMaster does not penalize students who have repeated 

courses. The highest grade recorded for the specific course 

will be used in the calculation of the admission average.

Alternate Offers/ 
Multiple Applications
McMaster does not automatically make alternate offers of 

admission. Instead, we encourage students to apply to all 

McMaster programs in which they are interested (up to three).  

Applicants will be considered simultaneously for each 

program they apply to and will receive an admission decision 

for each program.

If you have not:

n	 resided in an English-speaking country for at least four years OR

n	 attended an English-medium educational institution in a full-time academic program for at least three years immediately 

prior to September, 2009, you are required to meet the following English proficiency requirements.


